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First Presbyterian Church will strive to be a weleing home, a beacon of
Christ's light arising from inspiring worship anddving discipleship.

Radio Broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on +,- AM ."

Phone: (304) 343-8961  Fax: (304) 343-8970

Sunday Worship Times: 10:00 a.m. on September 5;
changing to 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. on September 12

Bill McCoy
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Fall Sunday School starts at 9:45 a.m.
Look inside for details for room locations for your children.
Adult classes will be listed in the C.E. Brochure
which you can find in the pew racks.

Come to Coonskin Park, Columbia Shelter, on Septem  ber 19.
We'll gather at 4:00 p.m. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring another
dish to share. Games Music Great food and fun!

All meetings of the divisions and session will be o ne week

later than usual in September.



STUDY OPPORTUNITIES,
FELLOWSHIP GROUPS,
CHOIRS,
MONTHLY MEETINGS, AND
WEDNESDAY CONNECTIONS
WITH SUPPER BEGIN

STARTING IN SEPTEMBER!*
Women'’s Beth Moore Study Group
- August 26
Geneva Choir - September 2
Boy Scouts - September 7
Children’s Choirs begin on
September 8
Contemplative Prayer begins
September 8
Wednesday Connections -
September 8
Division and Committee meetings
start their rotation the 2nd week of
September
Dads Group - September 9
Disciple Study - September 13
Sunday School begins on
September 12
Tuesday Study Group -
September 14
Bell Choir - September 16
Men’s Group - September 17
Presbyterian Women study groups
and monthly luncheons with
programs begin
Lay Academy begins October 4

CONTINUING BIBLE STUDIES:

Downtown Shoney'’s Bible Study on
Thursdays at 7:30 a.m.

CONTINUING EXERCISE
PROGRAMS:

Aerobics at 8:30 a.m.

Senior Exercise at 2:00

BOTH Monday/Wednesday/Friday

*Please refer to the calendar page.

A NEW SEASON OF
ADULT CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

Do you want to be nurtured in the
joy and love of our faith? Do you
want to have a deeper
understanding of our scriptures?
Do you want to be challenged to
a more steadfast commitment to
our Lord? Do you want to have
fun in the fellowship of a great
group of people?

If you said “yes” to any or all of
the above questions, then you
will want to attend Sunday school
for adults at First Presby. Each
Sunday morning at 9:45, you
have a variety of classes from
which to choose. Some classes
offer a uniform series of lessons,
others offer a focused study of
scripture, others consider a
variety of topics that affect our
daily lives, and still others
address issues that are
challenging to how we live out
our faith in the world.

You may find one class that
meets your needs. You may be
attracted to topics being
considered in several different
classes, and so you might attend
a different class on any given
Sunday. The choice is yours.
Just be assured, there's a seat
waiting for you in every class.

BASKETBALL

Basketball registration information
will be mailed soon. Sign up as soon
as you received the form. Be in
church! You must attend here to be

CO-ED VOLLEYBALL

eligible to play basketball on First
TEAMS ARE

Presby teams.
FORMING

Volleyball is great for fun, relaxation,
and exercise. Please contact Jim
Buckalew at 304-343-8961 ext. 144 if
you want to play.

CALLING ALL ARTISTS
AND ART LOVERS:

Please come to chat about art at
church on Thursday, September 23,
at 9:30 a.m. Meet for coffee and
conversation in Room E-220A (just
off the elevator on the second floor
of the Education Building).
Guaranteed to be a creative time!

NONVIOLENT COMMUNICATION

Nonviolent Communcation: A
Language of Life by Marshall B.
Rosenberg has been adopted by
companies, schools, and social
change advocates around the world.
You too can learn to use NVC. The
Kanawha Pastoral Counseling
Center offers a free practice group
on Mondays in Room E-310 from
12:05-12:55 p.m. Contact KPCC for
more information at 304-346-9689.

...for newly weds and marriage
veterans

Would you like to gather with other
couples once a month and learn ways
to strengthen your marriage, and then
have a couple of hours for just the two
of you—that's right, without the
kids!—to go to a movie, have dinner,
shop or....whatever? Your dream has
come true!l

Join us for Six Great Dates on the
second Friday of each month,
beginning October 8 through

February 11. You heard right. Child
care will be provided!
We will be watching Dr. Charles

Lowery’'s DVD “Balanced & Blessed.”
Dr. Lowery holds a Ph.D. in
psychology from the University of
South Carolina. His background
includes private practice as a

psychologist/counselor, college
professor, and pastor. With humor
and an informal style, Dr. Lowery

addresses issues that are common to
most marriages. Examples of topics
covered are: “The Perfect Answer to a
Common Problem,” “What's Love Got
to Do With 1t?” and “The Difference
Your Differences Can Make.”

HERE'S HOW IT WORKS:

Gather in the Ruffner Room to
begln our Couples Session at 6:00
p.m.

- If you have children, arrive a little
early to drop them off in child care.

- We will watch a 30-minute session
of “Balanced & Blessed,” and then
spend up to 30 minutes in
discussion.

- Those who have children will have
two hours to spend as you please,
and then return to pick up your
children by 9:00 p.m.

- Those who don’t have children, we
encourage you to spend your
evening on a date, as well.

The only cost is a one-time fee of $5
per person, which will purchase a
participant book. If you plan to attend
any of the sessions, please register
by calling the church office by
September 30 so we can order the
correct number of participant books
and arrange for proper child care and
activities.

Mark your calendar now for Six Great
Dates!



THE LAY ACADEMY OF RELIGION RETURNS TO FPC

First Presbyterian Church of Charleston is bringing back The Lay Academy of
Religion to our community. The Lay Academy offers opportunity to study the
human condition we are a part of in religion, in philosophy, in ethics, and in the
arts. Human values are our most precious characteristic and our most enigmatic
or misunderstood elements of behavior.

The first class is “How Shall We Love God With All Our Mind?” The teacher is
Dr. Robert G. “Bob” Newman, Professor of Religion Emeritus, University of
Charleston. The class meets Sunday afternoons on October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31,
November 7 at 4:00 p.m. in the Dining Room of the Activities Building. Child
care is provided and there will be roller-skating for kids in the Recreation Room,
so families can all come together. Each session will last about 50 minutes.
Discussion is encouraged. The only cost is the textbook fee of $15. Please
register by calling Ina Armstrong at 304-343-8961 ext. 122 or email
ina@firstpresby.com.

The Lay Academy is open to everyone. The only expectation is that you be
curious, open-minded and willing to study. The study sessions will be planned to
help every serious lay person, not primarily clergy or other church professionals,
to grow in knowledge and faith and to become better equipped to serve and
lead as God gives us gifts and calls us to discipleship. We welcome all adults
and youth. Invite your friends and neighbors, of any faith or of no faith, and we
shall seek to become more ecumenical and eventually inter-faith in orientation
and inclusion.

While we think of worship as the center of our religious experience, we are
called to love God with all our Mind as well as our heart and soul. Sunday
morning may not be the best time to ask questions or to argue with God or to
discuss pros and cons of mysterious biblical or theological themes. We need a
special and focused time we can devote to serious study.

We already have many excellent study opportunities for all ages. The new Lay
Academy is not designed to replace or compete with any other activities. This
new program will be an alternative series of study projects, perhaps with a more
in-depth or academic approach and content, whereas many of our classes and
activities promote important fellowship and pastoral support as well as study.

Do you have questions about your faith, about other faiths, or about conflicts
across our all-too-prevalent culture wars that need attention? This is exactly why
God gives us curiosity and minds equipped to do serious study and
investigation. This is exactly why God says, "Come now, let us reason
together” (Isaiah 1:18). Let's not disappoint our God. Let's join the fun and
excitement of the Lay Academy. Expect to learn. Bring your friends and

neighbors. Please contact Bob Newman at 304-345-0225 or email
roberthewman@suddenlink.net, if you have questions.
Music Ministry at First Presbyterian Church offers a new

opportunity for families:

Music and Movement for children ages birth-kinderga
and the adults who love them.

Thursdays 6:30 p.m. in Room A-203
Fall Session starts September 16

rten,

Contact Emily Capece: capeceem@gmail.com
for fees and registration information.

21

THE LAY ACADEMY
OF RELIGION
***NEW FOR FALL 2010 ***

How Shall we Love God
With All Our Mind?

- Begins October 3 at 4:00 p.m. in
the church Dining Room
- Teacher: Bob Newman

- Six sessions — each Sunday
through November 7, 4:00-4:40

- Childcare provided

- Roller-skating for children in the
Recreation Room

- Come as a family!
- Free and open to the public
. Textbook: $15.

- Register for a book by calling the
church office at 304-343-8961.
Also note the need for child care.

SEPTEMBER éiﬂiri&l_t;{
BIRTHDAYS! [CS))
Congratulations to the following who will

be celebrating a “90 and over” birthday
during September:

Ruth Shepherd Sept. 6
Clyde Edelman Sept. 10
Eleanor Hudson Sept. 16

NEW GRANDBABIES!

Chris and David Zinn announce the
birth of granddaughter Nina Marie
Lewis born August 12. She is the child
of Hamish and Erin Lewis of Troy,
Michigan. Hamish is Chris’s son.

Susan and Dick Sibley announce the
birth of grandson Lawrence Henry Luck
born on August 16, to Bill and Allison
Sibley Luck of Washington, DC.
Lawrence joins big sister Ava.

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK

If you haven't had your blood pressure
checked recently, please stop by the
church library on Sunday, September
12. A parish nurse will be ready to
assist you.



GETTING TO KNOW FIRST PRESBY

Are you looking for a church where you can find a supportive group that
understands the ages and stages in your life?

Want someplace where your children are safe and loved?

Need a meaningful worship service that combines the best of
contemporary and traditional worship styles?

Want to learn how to help each other, the community or the world?
Have you wondered how Christ fits into all of this?

Come to Inquirer’s Class and learn more about the m  ission, people,
classes and activities taking place at First Presby . Join us on Sunday,
September 12, at 9:50 a.m. in the Ruffner Room where we will begin a
three-week series of classes with a tour of the church buildings.

Find the Ruffner Room straight through the left-hand double doors at the
front of the sanctuary and ahead a few steps. Then on the 19" and 26" we
will gather at 9:50 in the Ruffner Room for classes taught by Bill McCoy and
Jim Roberts. Watch for signs.

We have child care for little ones and Sunday School for bigger ones. We'll
be watching for you! For more information, e-mail Robin at
robin@firstpresby.com or call Robin at 304-343-8961 ext. 138.

Join us this fall! Our worship schedule changes on September 12 to two
morning services: 8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

GRACE IN A TREE STUMP

The Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Group will restart on September 14.
All are welcome to join us at 9:30 a.m.

DAILY BIBLE VERSES

9/1: Philemon 5
9/2: Philemon 6
9/3: Luke 14:23-27

I RO - 2ALhL, 9/4:  Luke 14:28-35
Kay Lamb and Judy Keller will 9/5; Philippians 4:6-23
facilitate a study and discussion of 9/6: Proverbs 3:25-30
Grace in a Tree Stump by J. Ellsworth 9/7: Luke 12:42-50
Kalas. 9/8: Isaiah 49:15-26
Using stories from the Old Testament, 9/9:  Acts 8:27-43
we will see that grace has always 9/10:  Mark 9:36-42
been part of the character of God, and 9/11:  Hebrews 6:17-20
that the Old Testament demonstrates 9/12:  Jeremiah 8:18-22
that fact in a variety of ways. The 9/13:  Jeremiah 9:1
character of God has not changed. It 9/14:  Psalm 79:1-5
has always been grace-filled. 9/15:  Psalm 79:8-9
9/16: Luke 16:10-13
HoOs Es 0REm e[uEree Hend 9/17: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
Cokesbury (approx. $15). Call Kay, . - .
Judy (or Ina at 304-343-8961) to 9/18: 2 Corinthians 12:1-10
~udy ; 9/19:  Esther 3:1-4:3
indicate your interest. 9/20° Esther 4:4-17
9/21: Esther 5:1-14
THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE 9/22: Esther 6:1-14
STUDY: 9/23: Esther 7:1-10
9/24: Esther 8:1-8, 15-17
THE BOOK OF DANIEL 9/25:  Esther 9:1-32
On Thursday, August 26, we will 9/26: Lamentations 1:1-6
re-group for the start of a new fall 9/27: Lamentations 3:19-26
series. Come to the Ruffner Room by 9/28: Psalm 137
9:30 a.m. We will begin Beth Moore’s 9/29: 2 Timothy 1:1-14
“The Book of Daniel” study the 9/30: Luke 17:5-10

following week. Each week we meet
from 9:30-11:00 a.m. All women are
invited.

THE DADS GROUP

Meet with other “stay-at-home” dads
or guys with young children on
Thursday mornings for fellowship,
mutual support, and discussion. The
Dads Group will start on Thursday,
September 9, at 9:00 a.m. Look for us
in the church Library, first floor of the
Education Building.

uulo

WEDNESDAY
CONNECTIONS

On Wednesday evenings, starting
September 8, the church comes
together for a meal at 5:45 p.m. It is a
good time to catch up with friends and
enjoy fellowship without having to go
home and prepare supper. Many folks
come on the evenings when they also
have meetings. Families come for the
meal after their children finish choir
practice. You are invited to join us. Meal
prices are: adults/$6; child 12 and
under/$3; any child under 3 is free. We
do have a family maximum.
Reservations are so appreciated! Call
the church office at 304-343-8961 by
Monday for a reservation. First-time
visitors are our guests - no charge.

SICK, HOSPITALIZED,
OR IN NEED OF PRAYER?

Let your church family know of any
needs you have. The church has a
telephone/e-mail prayer chain, a
“pray for” list in the newsletter, and
prayers during worship. Tell us your
concerns or ask a friend to inform
us. If you want to tell us about
someone else, a friend or family
member, be sure to respectfully ask
their permission first. You can also
confide in one of the pastors and
request it be kept confidential. Rev.
Jim Roberts maintains the “pray for”
list. Please call him at 304-343-
8961, ext. 118.




You are invited

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 2010-2011

to the
This year’s Bible study will be Journeys Through Revelation. )
Although filled with mysterious symbolism, Revelation Presbyterlan
ultimately is a book of hope that has sustained people who wWomen's
were or are oppressed. In nine lessons author Barbara
Rossing guides us on a journey to meet the crucified Lamb, Luncheon
Jesus, and we are led to a renewed creation in which God comes to live with us
on earth. Revelation can help guide the choices we make each day as we seek September 16
to live into the renewal that God promises for the world. at Noon in the Church Dining Room

Bible study groups, called Circles, meet at various times. See the chart below for Program:
contacts, times, and locations. Please consider joining one of these study Nicaraguan Mission Trip

roups.
oo , Also join us for Prayer
Don't forget our monthly luncheons that meet on the third Thursday of each at 11:30 a.m. in Room A-201.

month and are a time for fun and fellowship. They include programs that are
both entertaining and informative. You are welcome to come a bit early and join Call the church office at 304-343-8961
us that same day in the prayer group that meets at 11:30 a.m. in Room A-201. by September 13 to make

We are directed to “pray for one another” and we do just that in many ways and your lunch reservation.

at many times. The prayer group is one opportunity to obey that directive. We
ST
PW FALL ’%

invite you to make this part of your luncheon Thursdays!
SCHEDULE OF PW BIBLE STUDIES: GATHERING

. wop m m " Come with us to the WV Fall

& % % % Gathering of Presbyterian Women

) * + " -/..01 2 ) 03 33 which will be hosted by First

Presbyterian, Clarksburg, on

) + 4 # 1.5.. 530" 6 8 Saturday, September 25. Let us

& $ -/ 015- 7 know that you plan to go by

) 09 | & < = 1./3/09 530 = | 9-3 September 18 so we can call in our
S ) & _5..0. reservation.

Registration and coffee begins at

) of $ > " 1..*1.9 53. 03-3 9:00 a.m.; the Gathering starts at

9:45 a.m. We will be finished by

) O & " + -...931 530 03 -3 2:00 p.m. The cost is $8.00 and

& 7 -1 @ includes your lunch. The program

will include “The Presby Players,”
Moderator-Elect Joanne Yingling
speaking about changes in Synod,
and information for all. Workshops

DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY for QII PW will answer your
questions.
Delve into the biblical story; get deeper into the Scripture.
Join this year’s study of DISCIPLE with book two, “Into the Word, Into
the World” covering Genesis, Exodus, Luke and Acts. PARTNERS IN PRAYER
Monday evenings, 6:00-7:30 p.m. starting September 13, Room E-412 We pray for churches in our Presbytery

L : _ _ and in the Presbytery of Nyeri in Kenya,
Disciple is a structured study using curriculum with weekly homework. Africa.
During class we'll see a short video and have discussion. Having

prepared for class ahead of time, you will gain insights and new ideas Church, Parkersburg; Bradley PC:

during the discussion time. . o
Centerville PC, Greenville; St.
Make a commitment to attend every Monday night. Won't you join us? Cuthbert’s PC, Kenya.

Study Manuals are available from Cokesbury. Please contact Ina at 304- September 12: Davis Memorial PC,
343-8961, or Betti Volkers at 304-343-7495, with any questions. Elkins; Fayetteville PC; Highlawn PC,

Huntington; Thegenge Parish, Kenya.
September 19: First PC, Kingwood,;

McLean PC, Ronceverte; Mount Hope

September 5: Beechwood Presbyterian

Congratulations to the following students of DISCIP LE
who completed the nine-month study
“Under the Tree of Life:” PC; Gathuthi PC, Kenya.
Henry Hale, Noami Krieg, Lyle Sattes, Peter and Sally Slicer, Lynda
Strickland, and Betti and Ken Volkers. We also want to recognize Darlene
Kerr, and Tom and Nancy Bulla for their participation last fall.

September 26: Parsons PC; Smithers
PC; St. Marys PC; Hubuini PC,
Kenya.




CHILDREN AND FAMILIES CELEBRATE DECADE OF THE CHILD

Prayer

God, You made enough food for
everybody. If we all help one another,
there is no reason for people to go
hungry. | pray that everyone on the
earth will have all they need to be
healthy and to stay strong. Thank
you, God. Amen.

Blessing for Meals
Thank you for the world so sweet;
Thank you for the food we eat.
Thank you for the birds that sing;
Thank you, God, for everything.

Bible Verse
“And if anyone gives even a cup of
cold water to one of these little ones
because he is my disciple, | tell you
the truth, he will certainly not lose his
reward.” (Matthew 10:42, NIV)

Word of the Month: Encourage
To encourage is to give active help,
support, and advice. Encouragement
can help people to feel confident,
cheer them up, and renew their spirit.

What We Can Do
Give the gift of encouragement . Kind
words of support from you may make
someone feel better or encourage the
confidence needed to try something
new.

QINNANNANNAANNA

$

Questions?
Contact Barbara Hopta
at 304-343-8961 ext. 127
or bhopta@firstpresby.com
or call the
Christian Education Office
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We begin the fall season on
Rally Day, September 12.

Wee Believe curriculum,
developed for toddlers and
preschoolers, encourages
creative, interactive learning
through centers especially
designed for these age groups.
Outstanding teachers bring the
curriculum to life with the toddlers
and preschoolers:

Toddlers (ages 2 and 3) will
love their Sunday School home in
Room E-216 with Whitney Vincent,
Chris Daugherty, and Shannon
Wyne.

Preschoolers (ages 4 and 5)
will enjoy busy discovery activity in
room E-112 with Penny Swann,
Sarah Lyons, and Les Hawkins.

Our youngest children are
embraced in the Nursery (Room
E-108) and Young Toddler room
(E-114) by church members under
the guidance of Kathy Bruner, First
Presby’s Child Care Coordinator.

COVENANT KIDS (grades 1—5)
begin in the chapel at 9:45, then
advance to the third floor for
Workshop Rotation using art,
drama, cooking, computers (new
this fall), temple studies, Bible
memory, music, and games.
Come and build a wall and a
bridge as we learn about Cain
and Abel.

Covenant Kids

will receive new

t-shirts on Rally

Day. There will

be many
opportunities

throughout  the

year to earn patches for these
shirts designed by artist/member
Janet Chambers.

For Covenant Kids, the following
Sunday will offer two options:
Bluestone Children’s Retreat
(September 17-19), or making
sandwiches with the Middle
School on Sunday morning and
delivering them to Manna Meal.

A MILLION PENNIES!

Some people think a penny isn’'t
worth much. When
compounded, pennies can add
up to big help for people who
need it. Covenant Kids will
initiate a One Million Pennies
Campaign this year as we
support Hope for Children,
our mission workers who
work directly with the Roma
children in Slovakia.

Our offering, given in chapel
time each Sunday morning as
we begin Sunday School, will

get us started on o~
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COLLECTING
TOOTHBRUSHES AND

TOOTH PASTE

First Presby can assist children in our
quadrant and support Presbytery’s
current mission for children.
Children’s Dental Health Project
invites us to bring toothpaste and
toothbrushes to the Presbytery
meeting on September 21. Our
commissioners to Presbytery will
gladly take what we collect to this
meeting at Grace Covenant PC in
Charleston. Please bring your
donations to the front office by
September 21.

Clay modeling was just a part of the
Prayers for the World event at Coonskin. It
was a great day even with the rain.




NEW INTERIM

YOUTH DIRECTOR
We are pleased to announce Beth
Leister as our interim youth director.
Beth will be working with middle and
high school youth. You may reach her
at home in the evening at 304-342-
3051.

All parents are urged to involve their
youth in the life of the church. Youth
ministry is a great way to do that:
weekly meetings, fun events, retreats,
and Bible study!

Having a successful youth program
requires the involvement of you, the
parents. You can help in many ways
such as carpooling, chaperoning,

cooking, hosting, leading, not to
mention praying.
Our youth are special and very

important. While in the teen years, they
are faced with difficult decisions every
day. Help us to nurture them in the
Christian way. Make a commitment
this year to involve your youth and
yourself in the life of our church.

» YOUTH PROGRAMS AND EVENTS <«

SUNDAY MORNINGS

9:45 A M.
A new year, a new beginning...

All Middle School Youth (grades 6 —
8) are invited to a new classroom! We
begin on Rally Day, September 12, in
the Activities Building, Room 109. It is
directly across the hall from the gym.
Watch your email for additional details
in September. Maybe we don't have
your email...? Send a simple “hello”
to youth@firstpresby.com

High School Youth (grades 9 - 12) will
meet in the Youth Lounge, ground
floor of the Activities Building.

upcoming youth events
fall kick-off party
october corn maize
fall festival event
wv high school youth retreat @
bluestone
movies, popcorn, bowling,
service projects, scavenger
hunts and more. contact Beth
Leister at 304-342-3051 to lend
your support.

PARENT MEETING

Parents of middle and high School
youth are invited to the home of
Barb and Steve Hopta, 1502
Loudon Heights Road (corner of
Loudon Heights and Quincy), for
dessert on September 1 at 7:00
p.m. Beth Leister will share ideas
for programs for fall. Please try to
attend.

So that we may have enough

dessert for everyone, please
call Ina Armstrong at 304-
343-8961 ext. 122 or email

ina@firstpresby.com.

SEARCH COMMITTEE
APPROVED

During the August 1 Session meeting,
the Search Committee for Director of
Youth Ministry was formed. Members
of the committee are Pam Kuyk, Nikki
Moses, Sarah Smith, Craig Stilwell,
Rick Vorhees and Brett Webster. Bill
McCoy and Barbara Hopta will serve
as ex officio members. The committee
is looking for a lay person to fill this
position.

FINANCE DIVISION REPORT FOR JULY 2010

Month of July Budget Actual Difference
Pledge Offerings: $ 65,000 $ 89,588 $ 24,588
Trustee Funds: 4,450 4,462 12
Other Revenue: 5,150 3,910 (1,240)
Total Income: 74,600 97,960 23,360
Expenses: 107,920 105,783 (2,137)
Net Income (loss): $ (33,320) $ (7,823) $ 25,497
Year to date: 2010 Budget Actual Difference
Pledge Offerings: $ 650,000 $ 624,341 $ (25,659)
Trustee Funds: 209,895 210,125 230
Other Revenue: 114,246 110,020 (4,226)
Total Income: 974,141 944,486 (29,655)
Expenses: 950,403 937,653 (12,750)
Net Income (loss): $ 23,738 $ 6,833 $ (16,905)

The First Preshy family is generous.
The call to be generous in giving to
our ministries was answered by many
of you last month. July’s offering met
budget and made up for a portion of
June’s shortfall, although we are still
behind budget for the year.

Did you know our church tithes from
your offerings to support our
missionaries and the ministries and
missions of the Presbytery and the PC
(USA)?

With your offerings we are purchasing
exciting materials for Sunday School
to nurture our understanding of the
Gospel. We will begin some new
programs for Bible study and young
adult ministry this fall.

Your gifts make it possible to live out
our mission “to be a welcoming home,
a beacon of Christ’s light arising from
inspiring worship and loving
discipleship.” Thank you.



Family Bible School, August 1-5, was a journey to E

gypt we’ll never forget!

Thank you to the many
participants, shop
keepers, family
leaders, hut
constructors,
decorators, cleaner-
uppers, pray-ers,
actors, musicians,
playground leaders,
cooks and custodians
who made this a
memorable event for all
ages:

Katy Brown, Sharon
Heidt, Jimmy Dale
King, Doug Chambers,

Pat Bond, Jack
Crockett, Charles Chambers, Jack
Hoblitzell, June Mills, Carol Gardner, Cindy
Wilson, Sandy Nistendirk, Lisa Stewart,
Kathy Bruner, Sue Webster, Kate Webster,
Maddie Majestro, Morgan Krieger, John
Nesius, Diane Harper, Bev Campbell,
Patty Wolfe, Steve Hopta, Pam Lorensen,
Kristen Lorensen, Gehan Elsayed,
JoAnn Daley, Bob Daley, Robin Harlow,
Les Hawkins, Bernie McNeely, Jackie Lilly,
Dawn Hawkins, Diane Roberts,
Anna Roberts, Miranda Klingler, Chris

Klingler, Jim Roberts, Bill
McCoy, Janet Chambers,
Pam Kuyk, Lindsey Kuyk,
Kim Moles, Anna Raab,
Jeff Harlow, Jim Crockett,
Heidi Marcinkowsky, Matt
Bond, Kelly Lilly, Debbe
Moredock, Patty Spanes,
Jordan Nistendirk, Ali
Mitchell, Jackie Hersch,
Alex Hersch, Lesli Forbes,
Emma Moredock, Betsy
Crockett, Will Forbes,
Melissa Orders, Matthew
Orders, Dick Smith, Louise
Christensen, Les Hawker,

Art Doumaux, Doug Heidt, Lee
Richardson, Lee Bivens, Beth Leister,
Carly Leister, Laura Leister, Perry Keller,
Sam Keller, Wesley Klingler, Daniel
LaPlante, Betsy LaPlante, Wes St. Jean,
Will Isaac, Jack Stewart, Riley Webb,
Andy Stewart, Donna Hawker, Mary
McCoy, Carah Chafin, Maddie Swint,
Abigail Marcinkowsky, Camryn Hughes,
Natalie Pack, Maggie Pack, Ahmed
Elsayed, Carly Stewart, Natalie Jennings,
Madison Griffith, Cheyenne Sparks,
Donna Noland, Shannon Wyne,
Elizabeth Orders, Max Peterson,
Kaydence Raab, Teagan Klingler,

Drew Wyne, Anna Wyne, Cam
Peterson, Theron Raab, Leslie Raab,
Alicia Raab, Lyle Sattes, Lilly
Harrington, Amy Isaac, Heather
Peterson, Hailey Peterson, Jackson
Noland, Catherine Orders, Andrew
Orders, Ben Isaac, Aidan Rogers,
Brian Noland, Elizabeth Sharman,
Jack Rogers, Tom Isaac, Andrew
Isaac, Amanda Hughes, Adrienne
Hughes, Arianna Swint, Carly Chafin,
Shannon Rogers, Dylan Hughes,
Bekah Switzer, Sherry Swint, Rob St.
Jean, Katie St. Jean, lan Klingler,
James Odin, Wayne Odin, Allyson

Webb, Jack Weber, Michelle Weber,
Kai Nesius, Stephanie Nesius,
Marie Nesius, Laura Webb, Keith
Webb, Claire Capece, Rudy Capece,
Emily Capece, Barbara Hopta,

Ava Reed, Maryn Reed, Rut Odin,
Jana Elsayed, Olivia Sayre, Emily
Hopta, Ellie Hoblitzell, Mary Odin,
Taylor Hightower, Kristi Waldeck,
Jake St. Jean, Curt Marble, Emma
Moredock.

What a Wonderful Time
in Egypt!



FROM MARY ODIN:

Years ago, a dear friend of mine told me one of her most important
jobs as a mother was to help her children discover their gifts and develop
them. Her children were very small at the time, so my friend Beth had no
idea what their gifts would be. But she knew they were there, waiting to be
discovered.

As the children grew older, they auditioned for plays, played on sports
teams, sang in choirs, and did all the usual things children do to find their
passion in life. But Beth was not looking for her children’s passions. She
already had a passion for Jesus and had been guiding her children into a
relationship with Him as soon as they were born. “Recite them to your
children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are
away, when you lie down and when you rise.” (Deut. 6:7) For Beth, the
auditions and the sports teams and the choirs were an effort to find ways
for her children to take their passion for Jesus into the world.

For years | watched as choices were made and explanations were
given. Some commitments were short-term: God keeps His promises, so
we only make promises we can keep. Teams that played regular games
on Sunday morning were foregone in favor of those that played on other
days: We must maintain our health because our bodies belong to God.
“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within
you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own?” (1
Corinthians 6:19). But we also need to gather with the people of God to
stay spiritually healthy, and for that the Big Game happens every Sunday.
“And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging
one another, and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.” (Hebrews 10:24-25)

The older these children grew, the more choices the world offered
them, but they were ready. They made mistakes, for sure, but they also
began making wise choices of their own. The moral compass their mother
had worked so tirelessly to instill in them was calibrated to point north by
their heavenly Father. If they didn't know what to do, they knew Whom to
ask. “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God--
what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2) “For everyone
who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone
who knocks, the door will be opened.” (Matthew 7:8)

Now young adults, both of Beth’s children are working for good in the
world. They are not obnoxious, Bible-thumping, one-dimensional,
religious zealots. They proclaim the gospel by their actions, by their
priorities, and occasionally with words. Their earthly father left them when
they were very small, but their heavenly Father is closer than ever. “Train
children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.” (Proverbs 22:6)

September is a time for new beginnings.  First Presby’s children and
youth have returned to school, and their teachers and coaches will work
hard to help them develop their academic, artistic, and athletic gifts. But
did anyone ever promise to guide them into a relationship with Jesus? Did
anyone ever say they would help them learn to take their passion for
Jesus into the world? Did anyone ever pledge to make choices for them
and offer Godly explanations until they are ready to make wise choices for
themselves? If you have ever participated in worship during a baptism,
then you have made exactly those promises to the children of our
congregation. Look around, and you will surely find ways to fulfill them!

MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS

CHERUB CHOIR AND
MUSIC OF THE ANGELS
We begin rehearsals on Wednesday,
September 8 from 5:15-6:00 p.m. This
is also night of the first Wednesday
Connections supper.

If you are in Kindergarten, first, or
second grade, you'll meet with Debbie
Eads for Cherub Choir in the Susie
Early Room.

If you are in third, fourth, fifth, or sixth
grade, you'll meet for Music of the
Angels upstairs in Room E-305 with
Mary Odin.

Our children’s choirs give musical
offerings during worship every few
weeks throughout the school vyear,
earning patches for their church t-shirts
along the way. Invite a friend to come
with you and earn a friendship patch,
too!

FPC LYRES CLUB

Our folk harp players thank the
congregation for the prayer support of
our summer mission work. We practice
in Ruffner Room, Tuesdays, 5:30-6:30
p.m. NoO previous experience is
necessary; instruments and music are
available through the church.

WORSHIP TEAM

This ensemble of vocalists and
instrumentalists uses guitar, mandolin,
banjo, violin, horn, bass, and other
instruments. Rehearsals are on
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

CAPELLA BELL CHOIR
Capella Bells resume on September
16 in the Choir Room. We rehearse
on Thursday evenings from 5:30-7:00.
If you would like to join us, contact
director Kathy Lynch. Experience is
helpful but not required.

PRESBY THESPIES
This group offers dramatic gifts to God
in worship and other settings. To add
your name to the list of actors available
for occasional, short-term
commitments, contact director Carole
Carter. All ages are invited.

GENEVA CHOIR

Geneva Choir is for both youth and
adults. The Choir resumes on
Thursday, September 2, with practice
from 7:30-9:00 p.m. in the Choir Room.
To sing with us, simply come to
rehearsal where a new folder of music
will be ready for you.



COMMUNITY MINISTRY

From Sue Webster, Director of Community Ministry

CENTS-ABILITY
A Few Cents (2 Cents, 4 Cents, A Nickel, A Dime)

One of the great difficulties we encounter in dealing
with problems like hunger is that they are so
immense and seem unending: hunger has so many
roots and ramifications that we don’t know where to
begin. We become depressed; we begin to feel that

nothing and nobody — even God — can possibly provide solutions to problems
like hunger. Trusting in God, we do not need to let our anxiety become
despair. Relying on God’s guidance, we can look for the “handle” which
seems best to fit our hand. Using God’s strength, we can begin to cut out the
root that is nearest us. The Cents-Ability program is one of the ways we

can root out hunger.

Beginning in September, on the fourth Sunday of every month we will receive
a Cents-Ability offering allowing our church to root out hunger to support
programs ministering to the needs of our neighbors as well as internationally.
Cents-Ability is more than just saving a certain number of cents per week per
person; it is also a program that encourages us to pray for new guidance in
our lives as we attempt to minister to the poor in God’s name. It also calls for
us to learn more about hunger and what we can do about it. God doesn’t
expect us to have all the answers. God expects us to be faithful to the call of
the Gospel to feed the hungry and free the oppressed, and to know that by
being faithful we are making a BIG difference.

NOTES OF THANKS!

Thank you for generously giving to
Gideons International on July 11. A
total of $669.00 was received. This
offering is a tangible evidence of the
love our congregation has for making
the Bible available to those whom
otherwise may not have a copy. This
will enable 134 Bibles or 515 New
Testaments to be purchased and
placed. Every dollar contributed is
used to make it possible for others to
have their very own copy of God's
Word.

Thank you for your generous gifts

to the Urgent Needs Offering
received on July 18. A total of $1,455
was given! A portion of the offering
goes directly the Emergency
Assistance Program operated by
Covenant House to be able to provide
rent, utilities, travel, medicine, clothing
or food for people in the Kanawha
Valley who are in a crisis situation.
The other part allows First Presby to
provide Charleston Housing rental
assistance for people that Covenant
House refers to us. In 2009 there was
a 51% increase in the number of
people who received Urgent Needs
funds.

World Communion Sunday

Peacemaking Offering
Sunday, October 3

Celebrate Christ, Our Peace

The Presbyterian Peacemaking
Offering supports the efforts of
Presbyterians through their
congregations, presbyteries,
synods, and the General Assembly
to work for peace by tearing down
walls that divide.

The day recommended for
congregations to receive the
Offering is World Commnion

Sunday, when Christians around
the world celebrate our unity in
Christ. As we receive bread and
cup, we celebrate Christ, our
peace, and are renewed to pass
Christ's peace to those around us
and across the world.

The Peacemaking Offering
supports a variety of peacemaking
efforts at all levels of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)): 25%
is retained by congregations, 25%
is used by presbyteries and synods,
and 50% is allocated to General
Assembly ministries.

SAVE THE DATES:
OCTOBER 20 - 24

Wednesday, October 20 through
Sunday, October 24

If you want to be in on the fun of
decorating, unpacking, labeling, or
helping in any way, call Sue
Webster at 304-343-8961 ext. 139
or email sue@firstpresby.com.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE
ARMED FORCES

Frankie Bottorff, Navy

Brian Leister, student at Citadel,
completed basic training in August

Ryan Hovis, United States Coast
Guard, Yorktown, VA, son of Tammy
Hovis

Shelly Park, Iraq, granddaughter of
Sarah and Mac McGiriff

2nd Lt. Stephen Bruner , going into
active duty with the Army

1st Lt. Matthew M. Bruner,
Kurkuck, Iraq

Evan Chaney, Afghanistan, friend of
Charlie Moredock

Edwin Anderson, US, cousin of Mary
Odin

Airman 1st Class Caitlin Workman ,
Omabha, NE, granddaughter of Pat
Workman

Airman 1st Class Franz S. Workman
IV, Moody AFB, GA, grandson of Pat
Workman

Warrant Officer David McDarmont ,
Iraq, son of Liz O’Finan

Owen Brown , US Navy, Pensacola, FL,
son of Earle Brown

David Rucker , Germany, nephew of
Barbara Brown

Donald Boylen , VA, grandson of Dick
and Becky Smith

Please call the church office to keep this

information current. Thank you.

Army,
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PRAYER CONCERNS
SYMPATHY TO:

Darlene Kerr on the death of her mother;
Alice Abernethy on the death of her
uncle, Jack Gay, a former member of
First Presby; Nancy Bulla on the death of
her daughter; Glenn Parson on the
death of his brother; Joe Zando on the
death of his mother; Jim Hartman

on the death of his brother.

CURRENT PRAYER CONCERNS:

Jami Richmond, cousin of Bethany
Meighen; Helen Wessels, mother of Andy
Wessels; Bob Glass; Sophia Slack,
daughter of Steve & Sandy Slack; Teresa
O’Connor, Otis’ & Lisa’s daughter-in-law;
Lynn Kuyk; Dan Hobbs, friend of Mary
Odin; Linda & John Brewster, friends of
Beth Leister; Marie Hodgen, friend of
Mary Odin; Jim Hartman; Ruth Pitchford;
Amy Cottrell; Catherine Glass, mother of
Bob Glass; Bill Bone; Linda Biercamper,
sister of Charles Lorensen; E. Douglas
Chambers, father of Doug Chambers;
Mary Perdue, mother of Steve Perdue;
Sarah McGriff; mother of Mark Holmes;
Leslie Meadows, neighbor of Jenny
Pitchford; Traci McVey, granddaughter of
Ruth Gates; Jon Stoecklin;

Glen Hawkins, father of Les Hawkins;
Ron Vogelbach; Helen Davis, mother of
Anne Keller.

EXTENDED PRAYER CONCERNS:

Susan Slater, friend of Claude
Churchwell; Marsha Cornell, friend of
Amy Keller; Sandy Thomas; Amy
Schacht, daughter of Bob Schacht; Cleo
Kennedy, mother of Barbara Brown'’s
mother; Jeanne Weil, friend of Barbara
Brown; Steve Carcaterra, friend of Bill
McCoy; Jane and John Lewis, friends of
Bill McCoy; Craig Christensen, nephew
of Dave Christensen; Theresa
Lavender, sister of friend of Jackie Lilly;
Kim Thompson, friend of Sandy Zando;
Mary Murphy, Perry Keller’s friend, Tim
Murphy’s mother; Michele Rugh'’s sister-
in-law; Rhea Essa and son Ramsey,
and Rhea’s brother, Jeff, friends of Toni
Clendenin; Susan Petryszak, friend of
Marie & John Nesius; Kathy Goble;
John & Mary Jo Doeringer, parents of
Mary Odin; Michelle Swanson, Dick
Golden’s step granddaughter; Leigh
Ann Hesson, friend of Sandy Zando.

LONG-TERM PRAYER CONCERNS:
Sue Place, friend of Sandy Zando);
Mary McFarland, sister of Sarah
McGriff; Sandy McGriff, Sarah’s & Mac'’s
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daughter-in-law; Phyllis Dowd, friend of
Lindsey McCoy; Eleanor Hemphill, mother
of Barbara Hopta; Kara Bruning, friend of
Barbara Gessner; Sylvia Grandall; Joe
and Betty Holland; George Hamrick;
Bruce and Mary Ellen Mazey and sons
Zack and Bryan; Aaron Owen, son of
Tammie Owen; Art & June Turner;
Jeanne Persinger, sister of Truman
Chafin; Paul Francke, Sr.; Tammy
Rhodes, friend of Pat Doumaux; Dr.
Audrey Farley, daughter of Elizabeth &
John Lambros; Eleanor Scott; Edwin
Scherr, father of Jim; Helen Burkard, wife
of Jack; Laura (Bulla), Tom Bulla’s
daughter; Chuan Rong Tsao, Howard
Doumaux’s brother-in-law; Ed Vazquez,
son-in-law of Ruth Shepherd’s son-in-law;
Jack Gastineau; Candy Galyean, Joseph
Sprouse; Charles Hendricks; Louise
Rosenbaum; Charlie Young.

In Memoriam

Carl B. Mercer
August 19, 2010




