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First Presbyterian Church will strive to be a weleing home, a beacon of

Christ's light arising from inspiring worship anddving discipleship.
Sunday Worship Times: 8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Radio Broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on
Fax: (304) 343--8970

Phone: (304) 343--8961
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FAMILY BIBLE SCHOOL 5:30-8:00 p.m.

Sunday, June 12 - Thursday, June 16

Come to Nazareth and discover how Jesus grew. Enriching,
fun, interactive learning experience for ALL AGES.
Registration for participants and volunteers is now

on our web page:

https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/FirstPresbyNazareth




GETTING TO KNOW
FIRST PRESBY

Visitors and new members
are invited to a three-week
series of orientation classes
on March 6, 13 and 20.

We'll meet at 9:45 a.m. in the
Ruffner Room, located through
the left-hand wooden doors at
the front of the sanctuary, then
straight ahead to the meeting
room.

COME TOUR WITH US!

March 6 is the day and 9:45
a.m. is the time. Join with
other newcomers in the Ruffner
Room where we will begin our
tour of the church buildings.
Learn about First Presby by
visiting all the places that house
our programs. We will find the
Dining Room, Gym, classrooms,
Nursery, Library and BibleLand
where the children meet for
Sunday School.

On March 13, come to the
Ruffner Room to meet Pastor
Bill McCoy. Listen to Bill as he
tells his stories about
Christianity, doing God's work,
and the importance of being a
part of a church family.

Pastor Jim Roberts will lead
our group on March 20.

His presentation will include
Presbyterian history, theology
and government. He will also
share his knowledge about the
current Book of Order (the
Presbyterian “rule book”) and
Book of Confessions.

We welcome youl!

For more information,
please contact Robin
at 304-343-8961
or email:
robin@firstpresby.com
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TRANSITIONS

Young adults (20ish-30ish) have
started a new Sunday School
class. You may join them in the
Education Building on the second
floor in Room 210-A at 9:45 a.m.

They are interested in local mission,
being faithful Christians in the here
and now, and more!

FESTIVAL OF FAITH

Join us on Saturday, April 2, for the
Presbytery’s annual event: Festival of
Faith.

Come meet Rev. Dr. Carol Bechtel,
author of the Horizons Bible study
2007-2008, Kerygma studies, and
books. Her keynote address is
“They're Playing Our Psalm: The
Psalms as a Soundtrack for Faith and
Life.”

The day will begin and end with
worship with two times in between for
workshops. Dr. Bechtel's workshop is
“The Lost Art of Lament.”

As you attend, you will meet other
Presbyterians from around the state.
Some of the workshops are:

How Shall | Love My Neighbor . . .
Who is a Muslim?

Preventative Heath and Faith:

SIX GREAT DATES:
Date # 6
March 11

You are invited to the last session
of our “Six Great Dates.” It's for all
ages and lengths of marriages or
those with wedding plans. We are
using Dr. Lowery's Balanced &
Blessed DVD series. The topic
will be “Don't Give Up—Grow
Up.” With his great humor, Dr.
Lowery will review six steps to
help your marriage go the
distance. If you haven't attended
any of the previous sessions, this
is one you don’t want to miss.

Jim and Diane Roberts will
facilitate the discussion following
the video. Then you have the next
two hours for your date—just the
two of you!

That's right, we have free childcare
from 6:00 until 9:00 p.m. We DO
NEED you to call the church to
make a childcare reservation.
This allows us to plan how many
child care workers we will need.

See you on Friday night, March 11!

Leaven in the Community

Earth Care Congregations:
Inspiration and Resources

unChristian Millennials

“Hands-In" Ministry: Puppetry
Basics and Beyond

Sex Trafficking: Opening Our Eyes
to Tragedy

Off Your Seat/On Your Feet

Horizons 2011-12: Confessing the
Beatitudes

Blue registration and information
forms are available from the main
hallway information table.
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
The Preschool Committee is sponsoring a Scholastic Book Fair

for the week of March 14 through 18.
Come shop for books aimed primary for young readers in Room A-203.
BOOK FAIR TIMES:

Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
AND Wednesday night 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

CORRECTION

the class’s Sunday School schedule
as in the C.E. Brochure is incorrect.
Below is their schedule. All are
welcome! Room A-204, 9:45 a.m.

Feb. 20-27 Healing With Happiness
led by Jane Smith

March 6-13 Letters of Paul led by
John Nesius

March 20  Planned Giving led by
Sandy Zando

March 27  Pass It Forward led by
K. Paul Davis

April 3 Planning for next year

April 10 Living Waters for the
World panel discussion

April 17 Palm Sunday Brunch

April 24 Agape Feast combined
class in the dining room

May 1-15 Secret Message of Jesus

led by Jim Roberts

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK

If you haven’t had your blood pressure
checked recently, please stop by the
church library on Sunday, March 13. A
parish nurse will assist you.
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ENT

Lent is a season of reflection and
examination to deepen our faith and
commitment to Christ as we prepare to
celebrate Easter and His great gift of
life. Lent begins this year on March 9
(Ash Wednesday) and will continue
through Palm Sunday on April 17.

Make time during the season of Lent
to gather and study. Please join one of
the groups listed here.

Sign-up sheets can be found in the
main church hallway, or simply
telephone the church office.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:45:

Prayer: Does it make any
difference ?

Jim Roberts will lead the
Discovery Class
(Recreation Room) and
all others who are
interested in this book
by Philip Yancey.

PHILIP
YANCEY

“Pausing On the Road to
Jerusalem” is a six-week study by
thethoughtfulchristian.com. This
will be the focus for Sojourner’s
Class (Room E-411) and anyone
who wants to join them.

ADDITIONAL Sunday School
classes are available at the 9:45
time. Please refer to the lavender
colored Sunday School brochure
for more information.

SPIRITUALITY CENTER OPENS!

Come to the third floor of the
Education Building, Room E-302, to
discover the Spirituality Center.
Developed by Barbara Hopta, the
Center will be open daily, 8:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m. throughout Lent with a
focus on the Psalms. There you will
find ideas for meditation, scripture, and
art/craft supplies in an atmosphere of
reflection and calm. The Spirituality
Center welcomes people of all ages!

In addition First Presby has a
Contemplative Prayer group, women'’s
study groups, the Men’'s Group, and
the Shoney’s Group that meet weekly
fall through spring. Everyone is
welcome, Lent or ongoing. So much is
happening at First Presby!

SUNDAY AFTERNOONS:

“Great Figures of the New
Testament” will be led by Bob
Newman on Sundays at 4:00 in
Room A-204, beginning March 13.
The presentation will include a DVD
of Professor Amy-Jill Levine. Dr.
Levine is Professor of New
Testament and Jewish Studies at
Vanderbilt University Divinity School.
She is a self-described “Yankee
Jewish feminist who teaches in a
predominantly Christian divinity
school...” Her lectures are a very
skillful mosaic of information,
context, and portrayal of the
characteristics and personalities in
the New Testament. The course will
meet for 12 sessions. This is also a
Lay Academy course. You can
attend a few or as many of the
sessions as you like. Child care will
be provided as requested.

MONDAY EVENINGS:

“Raise the Banners High!”

Kathy Lynch will lead this hands-on
Lenten Group which will construct a
cross banner to hang from the front
gallery rail. In addition, other visual
art will be created for Easter and
Pentecost. These additions to our
worship experience are a direct
result of experiencing the 2010
Worship and Music Conference at
Montreat. Break out your cutting
mats, rotary cutters, sewing
machines and your creative
spirit. Sewing ability is not a
prerequisite. Open to adults and
teens. Time and place will be
determined.

TUESDAY MORNINGS:

“The Three J's: James, John,
and Jude” will be led by Kay
Lamb. What do you know about the
message of these New Testament
writers? Come with Bible in hand
and learn more. Everyone is
welcome on Tuesday mornings,
9:30-11:00, in Room A-201,
beginning March 15.

Bread for the Journey: Small Study Groups for Lent

TUESDAY AFTERNOONS:

“You can fly, but that cocoon has
got to go! Imaging the Word  for
Lent” will be led by Ina Armstrong and
Cindy Wilson. Join us from
3:30-5:30 on March 29, April 5, 12,
and 19 in Room E-403. Using our
senses of touch, sight, and smell, we
will study scripture to prepare us to
encounter Jesus on Easter Sunday.
Thought provoking art will be
displayed. Learn a new way to pray
through the process of making
crosses by reusing discarded
materials. In between classes you'll
have simple writing assignments.
Absolutely no art or craft experience
needed! Everyone is welcome. Need
child care? Please let us know.

TUESDAY EVENINGS:

Exploring the Scriptures - Women
are invited to join other women on
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. to review the
lectionary scriptures for the day. The
group meets in homes. Contact
person: Debbe Moredock.

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:

The Lay Academy series on
Revelation continues through Lent
with Jim Roberts at 6:45 p.m., Room
A-201, on the following dates: Feb. 16,
Feb. 23, March 16, March 23, March
30, April 20, April 27, May 18, May 25
and June 1. This DVD series was
made by Dr. Brian Blount, President of
Union Presbyterian Seminary. The
group will view 30 minutes of his
expert teaching followed by
discussion. Child care provided. All
are welcome.

ESPECIALLY FOR WOMEN:
Small Changes for a Better Life

by Elizabeth George will be
led Patti Alexander. Just
for women, this group will
use scripture to help
explore how to find

5 Small
lengcs
srs Better

fulfilment and excel in
relationships, friendships,
spiritual life, and more. Each

participant will need the book and a
study guide. Please sign up early so
that books can be ordered. Both
books for approx. $23. Please indicate
what day and time would work best for
you on the sign up sheets.



CHILD AND FAMILY MINISTRY

Prayer

Thank you, God, for water. Thank
you for Clean Water U, where people
can learn how to help people have
clean water to drink. Thank you for
living water, which quenches a deeper
thirst. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Blessing for Meals

For health and strength
and daily bread,
We praise thy name, O Lord!

Bible Verse

Jesus said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty
again, but those who drink of the
water that | will give them
will never be thirsty.
The water that | will give
will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.”
(John 4:13-14)

Words of the Month:
Living Water

The Scripture is part of a story about
Jesus meeting a woman at a well.
They both were thirsty because it was
hot. Jesus told the woman about
living water that He could give her.
He wasn't talking about physical
water, like she was drawing from the
well. Sometimes when people talk
about longing for God and God's
presence in their lives, they talk about
thirsting for God. When Jesus says
He offers living water, He means He
can give what would quench our thirst
for God.

What You Can Do

How much water does your family use
in a day? There are many ways you
can conserve water, like using less
water for showers or baths. When you
brush your teeth, turn off the water
while you are brushing. How can you
be a leader at home and church to
help conserve water?

(Portions taken from 2010 Children’s
Mission Yearbook)

CLEAN 'I'
WATER !

Imagine playing really hard outside. You're vey hot and thirsty. You
spot a water fountain in the park, and you run up to it and get a long drink
of water. It tastes so good! Have you ever stopped to think about the water
you drink? Have you ever wondered if it was safe to drink or even that it
might not be there when you turned a faucet on? Many places in the world
can’t rely on having clean water to drink.

Living Waters for the World is a mission of the Synod of Living
Waters. Camp Hopewell in Mississippi is home to its training facility, Clean
Water U. At Clean Water U, individuals, church groups, and other
organizations learn to install water purification units. After training, they go
to places throughout the world and help people who don’t have clean water
install the water purification units. With these units, people can have safe
water to drink. Eleven disciples from First Presby have trained at Clean
Water U.

Covenant Kids (grades 1-5) learned a lot about clean water during the
month of February. They learned about and saw First Presby’s purification
system which will be installed this spring in Managua, Nicaragua.

Places close to home are in need of clean water, too. Several from
First Presby will attend a weekend conference March 11-13 in Tennessee
specifically designed to teach about installing water purification systems for
clean water in Appalachia. We look forward to hearing from them when
they return!!

Peace, Barbara Hopta
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First Presby's Family Bible School is
June 12 - 16, 5:30-8:00 p.m.

Preview details and register to be a participant or a volunteer_ via our
web site: www.firstpresby.com. Click on the link pr ovided.

Please say you can help! Volunteers are needed for publicity, planning,
decorating, set-up and take-down, menu planning, family leaders, and
shopkeepers.

Want more information? Call Barbara Hopta at 343-8961, or send an
email to Dawn Hawkins at dpatchell75@yahoo.com, Janet Chambers at
dbcjrc@frontier.net, or Barbara at bhopta@firstpresby.com.




Joe is here and wants to get to know you!

Come to YOUTH GROUP meetings during March:

On Sundays in the Youth Lounge, the middle school w ill
meet 3:30-5:00. High school will meet 5:00-6:30.

Want to know what we are doing? Watch for a text from Joe.
If you are not receiving his text messages, text your name to
Joe at 1-681-945-5655.

See more photos from the “Meet Joe” event PARENTS:
on the YOUTH Bulletin Board in the

. - To stay informed of youth events, read the weekly bulletin insert
Education Building.

page while at church or read it on-line. It is emailed every Friday. If

you are not receiving that email, contact June@firstpresby.com.

Sunday School is Happening! You can also view First Presby’'s Facebook page by going to
. . www.firstpresby.com and clicking on the Facebook link (off to the
High school and middle school start right in the white space). You don't need to be a member of
together in the Youth Lounge, then break Facebook to see our page. Any problems, just call Joe.
into their separate classes. Do you want to help with youth events? Great! Call Joe at 343-8961
ext. 119.
FINANCE DIVISION REPORT BASKETBALL BANQUET
FOR JANUARY 2011 Tuesday, March 1
6:00 p.m.
Month of January Budget Actual Difference Players: Please arrive in the Gym by
— 5:30 for photographs wearing your
Pledge Offerings*: $ 190,000 $ 185,522 $ (4,478) uniform! (Bring a change
Trustee Funds: 9,280 9,616 336 of clothes so that you
Other Revenue: 113,440 109,599 (3,841) can turn in your uniform
Total Income: 312,720 304,737 (7.983) at that time.)
Expenses: 109,814 109,664 (150) Family and friends are
Net Income (loss): $ 202,906 $ 195,073 $ (7,833) welcome.
Pizza supper $3/per
person.

*Pledge Offerings in January include all of the pre-paid offerings received in
2010 for the year 2011.



COMMUNITY MINISTRY

CENTS-ABILITY

On Sunday, February 13, our church congregation enjoyed

a fun and informative skit regarding Cents-Ability performed

by the Crockett Family, including dog Emma. The words

spoken remind us that through the Cents-Ability offering,

First Presbyterian Church participates in caring for those

who are at risk of being hungry due to lack of food.

All congregation members were encouraged to take an

artfully decorated Cents-Ability can made by the Covenant Kids or a Cents-
Ability box to actively participate in the monthly offering.

To encourage our congregation to be fully engaged in this offering we:
will have Cents-Ability containers on every table whenever our church

gathers for a meal.

will continue to make Cents-Ability containers so that every congregation
member who would like one can take one home.

will continue to ask that the congregation save and bring to church
12-160z.metal cans. (Please deposit these in the church front office.)

“He will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him as you have
helped His people and continue to help them.” Hebrews 6:10
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Would you like to be a part of the
Panera Bread Project? Would you
be willing one or two times per year to
go to Panera Bread on a Saturday
night at 9:50 p.m. to pick-up the bread
and deliver it to church on Sunday
morning? Or do you have a Sunday
morning that might be free to man the
Panera Bread Table?

The Panera Bread End of Day Dough-
nation is a national program that gives
back to local communities. First
Presby has been incredibly blessed to
be a part of this program which has
enabled us to have a dramatic impact
on our ability to give to the Food
Pantry. The Discovery Class and the
Seneca Class have been great to
volunteer to help with this project, but
we need more volunteers to get
involved. It is fun and takes very little
time.

If interested, please call Sue
Webster at 304-343-8961 ext. 139 to
get plugged into one Saturday or
Sunday per year (or more if you would
like).

CLOTHING DONATIONS
“When | needed clothes,
you clothed me”
Matthew 25:36

Thank you to all who bring their
gently used clothes to First Presby to
help us support the Covenant House
Clothing Closet. According to
Barbara and Dick Nolan who collect
the clothes and deliver them to the
Clothing Closet, “First Presby is
extremely generous in our giving.”

A BIG thank you to Barbara and
Dick for coordinating the efforts of
the wonderful outreach ministry.

SOUPER BOWL OFFERING

First Presby did a “Souper” job in
filling the soup pots with money and
the shopping cart with soup and
crackers for the Souper Bowl of
Caring Offering. $568.00 was
received which is given to Manna
Meal to support their hunger outreach
program. The soup and crackers
help to stock the Covenant House
Food Pantry. More than $7.5 million
was received in money and food
nationally.

MEET ME ON THE BRIDGE!

Barrie Kaufman, a local artist, was so
moved by the book Half the Sky, that
she has organized an event for March
8 on behalf of abused women living in
Third World countries. March 8 is the
100th anniversary of Women’'s
International Day.

On this day, meet Sue Webster and
others at First Presby to walk to the
Southside Bridge in Charleston and
show support for these abused
women. We will gather at 11:30 in the
parking lot for this noon to 1:00 event.
To register, please contact Sue
Webster at 304-343-89612 ext. 139.

The Charleston bridge is one of
hundreds of bridges internationally
that will hold events on March 8
through Women for Women
International. Men and women are
asked to wear blue or orange
symbolizing paths to peace and
awareness.

Half the Sky, written by Nicholas D.
Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn, provides
conscious-raising accounts of abuses
and atrocities endured by women in
Third World countries. Please contact
Sue if you would like to borrow her
copy of this book.

PARTNERS IN PRAYER
We pray for churches in our
Presbytery and in the Presbytery of
Nyeri in Kenya, Africa.

March 6: Teays Valley Presbyterian
Church, Scott Depot; First PC,
Welch; Edgewood PC; Kagwathi
PC, Kenya.

March 13: Anderson Memorial PC,
Welch; Beulah Humbe PC,
Elizabeth; First PC, Buckhannon;
Kariguini PC, Kenya.

March 20: Clear Creek PC; Eleanor
PC; Gilbert PC; Kihora PC,
Kenya.

March 27: Second PC, Huntington;
Liberty PC, Green Bank; Mill
Creek PC; Wamagana PC and
Nursery School, Kenya.




They Call her “The Coffee Lady”:
Linda Elliott of First Presbyterian Church

—adapted from an interview by Susan Sklar

Linda Elliott started our fair trade store eight years
ago, which now sells more Equal Exchange products
than any other Presbyterian Church U.S.A.. Recently
Linda was part of a PC(USA) Equal Exchange
delegation to Nicaragua where she visited farmers
and learned how to pick coffee. Here is the “Coffee
Lady's” story.

When | retired from teaching, | asked myself, “What
can | do to make a difference in someone’s life?”
That was important to me because I've been blessed
all my life and felt a need to give back. | learned
about the Presbyterian Coffee Project through the
PC(USA) Hunger Program, made the decision to
pursue this project and have never looked back.
Equal Exchange is a food system that empowers
farmers and consumers, supports small farmer
co-ops, and uses sustainable farming methods.

| wasn't sure that | could convince a church committee

to back me, but the Presbyterian Women were

interested. In October 2003, | made a small investment of my own money and placed an order.
| talked to a customer rep at Equal Exchange and found out about free shipping with the purchase of
four cases. | set up two tables in the hall outside the sanctuary and sold before and after church
services. Thanksgiving came, and | suggested people use the coffee as a home gift. At Christmas it
was promoted as a stocking stuffer. | knew that it was “justice in a cup” and that it would appeal to
anyone who really cared. Next came Valentine’s Day and | featured “Love Buzz” coffee. Later in
the spring | sold at the Presbytery’s Festival of Faith.

As the project grew, the church assumed the expense of the inventory. In 2004 we began offering gift baskets for the
holidays. With donated baskets, Pam Kuyk creates lovely gifts sealed with cellophane bags and a pretty bow. People
place their orders between Thanksgiving and the second week in December and choose the items for a basket. The
Charleston Gazette featured an article about the project which attracted more sales.

We started out with one double door cabinet and now we have two double door cabinets with retractable shelving that can
be filled from the back. Coffee and chocolate is in one cabinet, and tea and cocoa in the other. Now my job is to order
products through the Equal Exchange Internet store, stock the shelves and do inventory.

Our project is non-profit, but when coffee is on sale, I'll buy a number of cases, and charge the same price. Over time we've
been able to donate money to several missions such as Firelight, an organization in Africa for children with AIDS; Mayan
Families, a Guatemalan women’s ministry; and to other organizations such as the local food pantry. Through word of
mouth, fairs, and presentations people call the church to ask how they can buy Equal Exchange products. Methodists,
Unitarians, Catholics, Muslims, Jews, Lutherans, and Baptists all purchase coffee, chocolate, tea, and cocoa at First
Presby. And over all the years, I've never encountered a disgruntled customer.

A drop ripples. There was a time in my life when | thought that a single person couldn’'t make a difference in the world.
Now | do make a difference.
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Y(.)u are invited to the FORWARD
Presbyterian Women'’s Luncheon ONE HOUR
Sunday, March 13,
March 17, 12:00 p.m. e the first day of Daylight

)
. 2% Savings Time.
PW Health Forum: Ask the Pharmacist “® | Rremember to change all of your

Our speaker will be David Chesley, RPH clocks and watches late Saturday
Pharmacy Manager of Oakwood Road Fruth Pharmacy night!

All are welcome—just make a reservation for lunch.

Also join us for Prayer at 11:30 a.m. in Room A-201. @

Please call the church at 304-343-8961 by March 14 for a lunch reservation.

DAILY BIBLE VERSES

JOIN PW AS WE STUDY THE BOOK OF REVELATION:
3/1: Psalm 139:13-18

3/2: Hebrews 11:1-16; Matt. 17:20
3/3: John 11:28-45
| % & ' & & 3/4:  Hebrews 10:19-25

" H$ I ()& 3/5:  Psalm 150; Psalm 33:3
3/6: Luke 15:11-32; 2 Cor. 5:17
3/7: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
3/8: Philippians 2:1-8;
#&& 5 && +1 21 Hebrews 13:7
3/9: Joshua 5:9-12
3/10: Philippians 3:12-16;

Isaiah 41:10
3/11: John 1:1-5; Hebrews 1:3
3/12: James 1:12-18; Romans 5:3
3/13: Romans 12:1-13;

+ " .10 & 1 21 0)) 3 1 4
" 1 && $/ &

" "6 7 8+ 21

1 Thess. 5:11
PRAY FOR 3/14: Proverbs 2:1-5
THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES 3/15: Isaiah 40:26-31;

Colossians 3:15
3/16: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15;

Richard Anderson, Iraq, cousin of Mary Odin Matthew 5:41
SN Charles M. Holbrook , Navy, Great Lakes, lllinois 3/17: Mark 4:35-41; Isaiah 6:5
Captain Gene Seiter, Army near Kabul, Afghanistan, nephew of Carolyn 3/18: Isaiah 33:5-6;
Sturgeon Matthew 6:20-21
Eric Wilson, Navy 3/19: Matthew 25:31-46
Frankie Bottorff, Navy, San Diego, CA 3/20:  Numbers 8:23-26; 2 Cor. 4:16
Brian Lels_ter, C_|tadel _ 3/21:  Psalm 139:1-12
Ryan Hovis, United States Coast Guard, Yorktown, VA, son of Tammy Hovis 3/22:  Matthew 5:13-16:
Shelly Park, Iraq, granddaughter of Sarah and Mac McGriff 1 Peter 3:15-16

2nd Lt. Stephen Bruner , Army, Fort Benning, Columbus, GA
1st Lt. Matthew M. Bruner, Army,

Fort Stewart, GA
Edwin Anderson, US, cousin of Mary Odin

3/23: Isaiah 55:1-13
3/24: 1Kings 19:1-18
3/25: Colossians 3:11-15;

Airman 1st Class Caitlin Workman , Omaha, NE, granddaughter of Pat Ephesians 4:4
Workman 3/26: Hebrews 4:14-16

Airman 1st Class Franz S. Workman IV , Moody AFB, GA, grandson of Pat 3/27:  Matthew 13:31-33; John 6:51
Workman 3/28: 1 Thess. 5:16-18; Col. 4:2

Warrant Officer David McDarmont , Iraqg, son of Liz O’Finan 3/29:  Philippians 4:4-8;

Owen Brown , US Navy, Pensacola, FL, son of Earle Brown Isaiah 61:1, 3

David Rucker , Germany, nephew of Barbara Brown 3/30: Daniel 6:3-10

Donald Boylen , VA, grandson of Dick and Becky Smith 3/31: Psalm 104:1-13, 24-30;

Genesis 1:31

Please call the church office to keep this information current. Thank you.



“‘SMILE, YOU MAY APPEAR
ON THESE PAGES!”

First Presby is a busy place—worship,
mission outreach, coffee houses,
classrooms abuzz with discipling. And
Curt Marble, veteran volunteer
photographer, is always where the
action is, camera at the ready. (Curt
recently captured rare shots of Indiana
Jones cracking his whip to the
amazement of some First Presby
Middle School youth!)

Curt and his wife, Kay, joined First
Presby in 2009 when the South Hills
Presbyterian Church closed. A well-
known face behind the lens at GW
band and sports events, Curt shares
his talents with us by recording church
events in print and on CDs.

Goal
Pledged

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

= $1,150,000
= $1,077,052

What is God's commitment to me?
What is my commitment to God?

Please mail or call your pledge for 2011 in to the church today.

With every member's support we can do wondrous things.

NEW BABY
Congratulations to Carrie and Tim
Meyer on the birth of son, Kemp
William Meyer, on January 24.
Suzanne Meyer is the grandmother.
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS!

Congratulations to the following who
will be celebrating a “90 and over”
birthday during March:

Mary Prudich March 16
Hester Covert March 18
Carol Stiles March 27

A NOTE FROM ROBERT PETERSON, PITTSBURGH SEMINARY:



MUSIC AND WORSHIP NEWS

JOIN A MUSICAL GROUP, BUILD COMMUNITY, AND WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER!

FROM MARY ODIN

Recently, someone asked me to tell him the trick to mastering a particular
musical skill. Unfortunately, | told him, there are only two choices: spend
years looking for and complaining about not finding a shortcut that doesn’t
exist, or spend years doing the necessary work to master the skill. As in the
study of almost anything worthwhile, laziness is a waste of time. The only
real trick is genuine, steady devotion to the task.

But our human nature always looks for an easier way, a way that requires
little of us, the road of least resistance. Jesus was unequivocal in His
rejection of this approach to life. In Mark 8, Jesus tells the disciples plainly
that He will have to “suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the
chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise
again.” (Mark 8:31 ESV) Peter took Jesus aside and rebuked Him, and
Jesus’ response to His friend was severe: "Get behind Me, Satan! For you
are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of
man." (Mark 8:33 ESV) Jesus knew that Satan was using Peter to try to lure
Him off the road to the cross, and He wasn’t having any of it. Man’s way is
to avoid suffering at all cost, even the cost of hi s own soul. Jesus’ way
is obedience, even unto death. In case we might have missed the point,
Jesus goes on to say that doing things God’s way is for all of us, too: "If
anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for My sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man to
gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?” (Mar 8:34-36 ESV)

It's appealing to think of Christ leading His people down a path strewn with
flowers leading to a heaven that resembles Disneyworld. In fact, Jesus’ path
is strewn with palm branches, and it leads to suffering and death on a cross.
It will be painful, it will probably take a long time, and it will not feel much like
Disneyworld. But Jesus knows we cannot be fully alive until our sinful selves
die, and it is out of His incredible, undying love for us that He leads every
Christian straight to the cross. Jesus said, “I came that they may have life
and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10 ESV) Knowing that the death of our
sinful natures is necessary for us to have an abundant life, where else would
Jesus take us? Our looking for shortcuts in the Christian life is an act of
disobedience far more dangerous than musical laziness—it's a matter of life
and death!

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus warned us that staying on the right path
would be difficult: "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the
way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many.
For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who
find it are few. (Matthew 7:13-14 ESV) As we approach the season of Lent
this month, | pray that we all will remain steadfastly on the road that leads to
life.

WORSHIP TEAM

This ensemble uses voice, guitar, and
other instruments to accompany
congregational song at both worship
services on Sundays. We rehearse on
Wednesday evenings. To join us,
contact Bill McCoy or Mary Odin.

CHERUB CHOIR
AND MUSIC OF THE ANGELS

Our children’s choirs rehearse on
Wednesdays from 5:15-6:00 p.m.
Cherub Choir (grades K-2) meets
downstairs with Debbie Eads in the
Susie Early Room. Music of the
Angels (grades 3 and up) meets
upstairs in Room E-305 with Mary
QOdin. Come join us and invite a friend!

PRESBY THESPIES

This group offers dramatic gifts to God
in worship and other settings. To add
your name to the list of actors
available for occasional, short-term
commitments, contact director Carole
Carter through the church office. All
ages are invited.

CAPELLA BELL CHOIR

The Capella Bells rehearse on
Thursdays from 5:30-7:00 p.m. with
director Kathy Lynch. To join us,
contact bell director Kathy Lynch
through the church office.

GENEVA CHOIR

Geneva Choir for youth and adults
rehearses on Thursday evenings from
7:30-9:00 in the Choir Room. You do
not need to be musically literate to join
us; in fact, singing in a choir is an ex-
cellent way to learn to read. We have
plenty of folders and robes to fit every-
one, so come join us!

FPC LYRES CLUB

Our folk harp players rehearse in the
Ruffner Room on Tuesdays eve-
nings from 5:30-6:30. To join the
Lyres Club, contact Mary Odin at
modin@firstpresyb.com. No previous
experience is necessary; instruments
and music are available through the
church.

2011 Montreat Worship and Music
Conference: June 19-25, 2011

Chestnut Lodge is now full; we are
arranging additional housing on an
as-needed basis. Let Mary Odin
know your plans to attend this
life-changing week of worship,
Bible study, music, and the arts
near Asheville, NC. Adults, youth,
and children who have completed
third grade may register. Child care
and clubs for ages 6 months through
high school is available. Room and
board costs are around $150;
conference registration ranges from
$250 to $460. Scholarships are
available. Early registration
deadline is April 15. Leave your
$100 housing deposit in the church
office to reserve your space.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
16 Leon Sullivan Way
Charleston, WV 25301-2487

www.firstpresby.com

PRAYER CONCERNS

OUR SYMPATHY TO:

Brett Webster and family on the death of
Brett's father; Bob Glass on the death of his
mother; the Pack family on the death of
Matt; John Henning on the death of his wife.

IN THE HOSPITAL.:

General—Maxine Poe

St. Francis—Ruth Gates
Memorial—John Morton, Nancy Drescher

CURRENT PRAYER CONCERNS:

Jody Day Jon Stoecklin; Baby Ava;
Ernestine Wells; Terry Cunningham; Don
Webster (Brett's father); Diana Halkias
(friend of Pat Doumaux); Frank Badger;
Dick Bennett (Betsy Gorrell Bennett's
husband); Nancy Drescher; Peter Pirie
(friend of Blair Sprouse); Susan Slater
(friend of Claude Churchwell); Nancy
Knowles, friend of Sally Slicer; Ann Yetter;
Ashley Skiles, Ruth Pitchford’s
granddaughter; Any Railing (friend of Bill
McCoy); Tom Brotherton; Valerie Melton,
Marty Martin’s daughter; A.D. Ellison; Sung
Ja Pahk, Hae Won Chun’s sister-in-law;
Sue Webb, sister of Dick Lamb; Ute Staup,
a friend of Steve Slack; Walt Case (Scott's
dad); John Shadeed (Jim Buckalew's
friend); Audrey Highleyman (Sue Webster's
friend’s daughter); Kurt Christensen, Dave’s
brother; Mary Jane Hopkins (Mary McCoy’s

mother); Colleen Kimball (Jackie Lilly's
sister); Lois Kahn, a friend of Ruth
Pitchford; Tim Gooley (friend of the
McCoys); Ann and John, Jean Mercer's
niece and her husband; Al Raposo and
family; Justin (Linda Elliot's 4 ylo
neighbor); John Doeringer (Mary Odin’s
father); Carol, a friend of Ruth Pitchford,;
Maude Carr, Flick Goldsmith’s sister; Judy
Hughes, mother of Charles Hughes;
Alyssa Faith Wilson (8 m/o), daughter of
John & Susan Wilson (friends of Sandy
Zando); Fran Gossage; Jim Scherr; Steve
Hopta; Carolyn and Ron Vogelbach; Paul
Trotter.

EXTENDED PRAYER CONCERNS:
Del Preslar; Libby Cowgill, Candy
Strader’s sister-in-law; Shaina Riggall,
friend of Nancy Winefordner; Louise
Stephenson; Betty Childers.

LONG-TERM PRAYER CONCERNS:
Helen Davis; Barbara Klingler, Chris
Klingler's mother; Sophia Slack, daughter
of Steve & Sandy Slack; Teresa
O’Connor, Otis’ & Lisa’s daughter-in-law;
Leslie Meadows, Jenny Pitchford’s
neighbor; Traci McVey (Ruth Gates’
granddaughter); Marsha Cornell, Amy
Keller's friend; Janet Riddle, friend of Sally
Slicer; Cleo Kennedy (Barbara Brown’s
mother); Jeanne Weil (Barbara Brown’s
friend); Steve Carcaterra (Bill McCoy’s
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friend); Jane Lewis and husband John (Bill
McCoy’'s friends); Craig Christensen
(Dave’s nephew); Kim Thompson (friend of
Sandy Zando); Mary Murphy (Perry Keller's
friend, Tim Murphy’s, mother); Rhea Essa
and son Ramsey, and Rhea’s brother, Jeff,
friends of Toni Clendenin; Susan Petryszak,
friend of Marie & John Nesius; Michelle
Swanson, Dick Golden's step grand-
daughter( son’s wife’s daughter); Leigh Ann
Hesson (friend of Sandy Zando); Kathy
Goble; Sue Place (friend of Sandy Zando);
Mary McFarland (Sarah McGriff's sister);
Sandy McGriff (Sarah’s & Mac’s daughter-
in-law); Phyllis Dowd (friend of Lindsey
McCoy); Eleanor Hemphill; Kara Bruning,
friend of Barbara Gessner; Sylvia Grandall;
Betty Holland; George Hamrick; Aaron
Owen (Tammie Owen’s son); Art & June
Turner, friends of Bob Welty; Jeanne
Persinger (Truman Chafin’s sister); Tammy
Rhodes (friend of Pat Doumaux); Dr.
Audrey Farley, daughter of Elizabeth &
John Lambros; Eleanor Scott; Edwin Scherr
(Jim’s father); Laura (Bulla), Tom Bulla’s
daughter; Chuan Rong Tsao, Howard
Doumaux’s brother-in-law; Jack Gastineau;
Candy Galyean; Joseph Sprouse; Charles
Hendricks; Charlie Young.



