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First Presbyterian Church will strive to be a weleing home, a beacon of
Christ's light arising from inspiring worship anddving discipleship.

Sunday worship at 8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Radio Broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on AM "
Phone: (304) 3438961  Fax: (304) 343--8970

From the Pastor:

One of the ways the work of the church has been
described over the centuries is “the cure of souls.” We plan
and work and pray to receive and administer this cure of souls
in everything we do as a community of faith. One of the facets
of this shared ministry over the years has been prayer for
healing and wholeness. As the book of James has it, “Is any one among you
suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is any among
you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith will save
the sick man and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed sins, he
will be forgiven...”

Bill McCoy

Beginning on February 19, we will be offering a Ser  vice of
Intercessory Prayer and Healing, claiming and recla  iming an ancient

office and tradition of the church.  Anyone desiring healing prayer for any
area of life (physical, financial, relational...) will be invited and encouraged to
come to the chapel at 12:15 following 11:00 worship for prayer led by our
pastors and elders. Continuing in March we will offer this prayer service on the
final Sunday of each month. We do not, and cannot know if and when God will
heal, only that God has and does heal. So we will seek God in Prayer in the

name and power of Christ.

We pray for each other in a myriad of contexts in the church: worship;
Session and Deacons pray for each member of our church by name; meeting
by meeting; staff meetings; prayer groups; Presbyterian Women; choirs; music
groups; men’s group; adult education classes; Bible studies; book studies; etc.
In this case, we will further focus our prayer for healing, wholeness, strength
and restoration as we gather each month.

Please join us on the 19" God bless you.

‘See you in church,

(Rl

Bill



PRESCHOOL
PRE-REGISTRATION!

The Preschool Program will be
having pre-registration for its
weekday preschool classes
beginning Sunday, February 26
(open to Church members only ).

Subsequent registration times are:

- February 29 at 7:00 a.m. for families
of currently enrolled students and
their siblings

- March 5 at 7:00 a.m. for the
community

First Presby offers preschool education
classes for children ages one through
four during the weekday. If you know
of children who would benefit from
preschool weekday classes, please
encourage their parents to contact
the Preschool office for more
information. Brochures are available
and inquiries can also be made by
e-mail to preschool@firstpresby.com
or by phone 304-343-8961 ext. 128.

MARRIED 70 YEARS!

Congratulations to Florian and Axson
Ceﬁerley who will be celebrating their
70" wedding anniversary on February
14, 2012. They were married on
February 14, 1942, here at First
Presby by Rev. Alston. After Florian
returned from WWII, he and Axson
raised five children while attending
First Presby. Look for them along with
their daughter, Laura, who drives them
to church.

The children of Floria and Axson are:
Andy (Becky) Ceperley; Peter (Molly)
Ceperley, Fairfax, VA; Martha (and
Tom) Hopper; David (Peri) Ceperley,
Champaign, IL; Laura Ceperley.
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FEBRUARY (==
BIRTHDAY! @

Congratulations to Dave Moody who
will be celebrating a “90 and over”
birthday February 20, 2012.

Souper Bowl of Caring
February 5, 2012

"For | was hungry, and you gave Me something
to eat; | was thirsty, and you gave Me
something to drink." Matthew 25:35

Jesus says that we are actually feeding him
when feeding the hungry.

Sunday, February 5 is the Souper Bow!l of Caring! Help provide for our local
Food Pantry. Youth will be on-site to receive your SOUP donations and

monetary gifts. Please generously help the hungry in Charleston. Thank you.

NEW BABIES

Congratulations to Dave and
Candy Strader on the birth of
grandson William Noah Moore on
December 20, 2011. Parents Jody
and Kathryn (Strader) Moore, live in
Raleigh, NC.

Congratulations to Suzanne
Meyer of the birth of grandson Noah
Alexander Malechuk, born
December 23. Parents are Drew
and Kathy Malechuk.

Congratulations to Lee and Patty
Bivens, on the birth of grandson
Mason Lee Aikins, January 5.
Parents are Brian & Lisa Aikins of
Ashburn, Virginia. Mason has two
sisters: Caroline and Emily.

Congratulations to Katherine

Mitchell on the birth of son Blake
Riley Mitchell, January 10. He joins
brother, Addison, at home. Blake is
the grandson John Mitchell, Jr and
former member Stephanie Mitchell,
and great-grandson of John Mitchell.

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK

If you havent had your blood
pressure checked recently, please
stop by the church library on
Sunday, February 12. A parish
nurse will assist you.

e

WEDDING NEWS

Congratulations to
Ellen Cyrus and Sonny Johnstone
who were married on
November 5, 2011.

LENT:
A Season of Spiritual Renewal

Lent is the 40-day period of
repentance and renewal preceding
Easter. It allows us time to recall the
Easter story and absorb its meaning.
Lent begins this year on February
22, Ash Wednesday. Following our
Wednesday Connections Dinner (a
light meal), our Ash Wednesday
service of worship will be held in the
Chapel from 6:45-7:15. The service will
conclude with the imposition of
ashes—the placing of a cross of ashes
on the forehead. This reminds us of
our mortality, calling us to repent or
change directions, and to follow Christ
anew.

Lent ends this year on Easter Sunday,
April 8. The week preceding Easter
Sunday, is Holy Week. It
commemorates Christ's last week of
life on earth.

Daily devotional guides for Lent will be
available from the main hallway
information table, or by calling the
church office, 304-343-8961.

You are invited to prepare for Easter
and give yourself the opportunity to
grow in faith and commitment through
participation in one or more of the
Lenten Growth Groups. Please call the
church at 304-343-8961 to reserve a
study book in advance so that they can
arrive on time. Or you may send an
email to ina@firstpresby.com. Thank
you.

May you
discover new
ways to
strengthen your
relationship with
our Lord Jesus
as you continue
your journey of
faith with Him.




LENTEN GROWTH GROUPS

Sundays beginning February 19 at 4:00 in Room A-204

How Shall We Love Our Neighbor As Ourself?

The conversation continues . . .
with the Lay Academy of Religion Spring 2012 Sessio  n

All are invited to join Bob Newman for this fascinating study. Looking at our
world, Islam, and what Jesus tells us to do is relevant for today.
We'll resume in February with a book published by HarperCollins in 2011:
Allah: A Christian Response _ by Miroslav Volf:

From Miroslav Volf, one of the world's foremost Christian
theologians—and co-teacher, along with Tony Blair, of a
groundbreaking Yale University course on faith and globalization—
comes Allah: A Christian Response , a timely and provocative
argument for a new pluralism between Muslims and Christians. In a
penetrating exploration of every side of the issue, from New York
Times headlines on terrorism to passages in the Koran and
excerpts from the Gospels, Volf makes an unprecedented
argument for effecting a unified understanding between Islam and
Christianity. In the tradition of Seyyed Hossein Nasr’s Islam in the
Modern World , Volf's Allah is essential reading for students of the
evolving political science of the twenty-first century.

Miroslav Volf is the Henry B. Wright Professor of Theology at
Yale Divinity School and the founding director of the Yale
Center for Faith & Culture. His books include Exclusion &
Embrace: A Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness,
and Reconciliation, winner of the 2002 Grawemeyer Award in
Religion.

Allah

Everyone is invited! If you have attended any of the fall session, please
continue to learn, share, and discuss. And to those who have not yet
attended any of the Lay Academy sessions: Join us on February 19.

We will not be meeting on Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday. Resuming on
April 15, we will begin a study of Eboo Patel's new book: Acts of Faith: The
Story of an American Muslim, in the Struggle for the Soul of a Generation.
The last lesson of the Lay Academy this spring will be on May 20.

Be sure to register for this spring session of the
adding your name to the lists in the mail church ha llway, calling the
church office at 304-343-8961, or by emailing ina@f irstpresby.com.
Books will need to be ordered in advance at approx. $17.00. Thank you.

Lay Academy by

Lay Academy participants on a field trip to the Islamic Center

Tuesdays beginning Feb. 28, 1:30-
3:00 p.m., Room: A-201

Our Questions;
God’s Questions: the Quest

This is a Bible study that

moves to the heart of human
relationships with  God.

While provocative, the study

will seeks to resolve some of the
burdens of Christian life. We will draw
closer to the God and to humanity.

Leaders Dick Lamb, Kay Lamb, and
Doug Heidt have questions. You are
invited to come with your questions.
Questions will meet for four sessions,
Feb. 28; March 6, 13, and 20. Join
Doug, Kay and Dick for a wonderful
time of questioning!

Wednesdays starting Feb. 29,
6:30-7:30 p.m., Room E-403

Awakening the Heroes Within
by Carol S. Pearson

This book is the result of 20 years of
study that began when the author
became captivated with the subject of
the hero’s journey, while she was in
graduate school. Now, ten years after
the first publication, the subject of
heroes and archetypes remains
fascinating.

We  will discover JAWAKEN
twelve archetypes, or [ HH
inner guides. Each of
us will complete our own
Heroic Myth Index;
recognize the
archetypes within us —
the wisdom, the shadow side, and
what draws us to it; and come away
with renewed respect for God and our
world. Discussion leader: Ina
Armstrong Approx. $13.00/book.

Reading assignments are crucial to
this study. Be sure to register early so
that books can arrive in time for you to
complete the pre-class reading.

Register by calling the church office, at
304-343-8961; by adding your name to
the list in the main church hallway, or
via email: ina@firstpresby.com.

[T




LENTEN GROWTH GROUPS

Film Night:

Friday, February 24
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Bud Francis Recreation Room

"
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| FAST. FORWARD.
! THE END OF POVERTY

This film is the inspiring true story
of the global Church in action.
Witness bravery and determined
faith in a journey from the slums of
Kenya to the streets of New York.
Confront the brutality of extreme
poverty and meet those who live
out the True Fast of Isaiah 58 and
create stunning new possibilities
for the future. Travel from the sun-
scorched plains of rural Ethiopia to
British shopping centers, from
Brazilian ganglands and the
enslaving quarries of India to
western churches, businesses and
conferences.

Discover the incredible work of
God through His people in our
hurting world. Meet ordinary
people, hear their stories, and see
their struggles and their victories.
Our relentlessly loving God is at
work through His Church bringing
hope to the darkest challenges of
our day.

After the film Sue Webster will
invite those who are able to a 36
hour fast. Information and follow-up
will be provided. The fast will end
with breakfast together on Sunday
morning.

All are invited, although small
children may become bored.
Come to see the film even if you
are not interested in the fast.

Watch for more details in the
Weekly News bulletin insert or
email sue@firstpresby.com.

Tuesdays beginning February 28,
9:30-11:00 a.m. in Room A-201

Jesus Interprets His Own
Cross
by Kenneth E. Bailey, Th.D.

The Christian Church has traditionally
turned to the letters of St. Paul for an
understanding of the Cross. It is Paul
who recorded “Christ died for our
sins" (1 Cor 15:3). But did not Jesus
have an understanding as to the
significance of what he was doing
when he made his final journey to
Jerusalem? Or was his death an
unexpected accident?

This set of lectures on DVD starts
with the metaphors for the Cross that
appear in the New Testament and
then reviews the servant songs in
Isaiah.

Join discussion leader Judy Keller for
this new look at Jesus and the Cross.
You can add your name to the sign-
up lists in the main church hallway or
call the church to register: 304-343-
8961.

Ordained by the
Presbyterian
Church (USA), Dr.
Bailey spent 40
years (1955-1995)
living and teaching
in seminaries and
institutes in Egypt,
Lebanon, Jerusalem and Cyprus. For
20 years Dr. Bailey was Professor of
New Testament and Head of the
Biblical Department of the Near East
School of Theology in Beirut where
he also founded and directed the
Institute for Middle Eastern New
Testament Studies. From September
1985 to June 1995, Dr. Bailey was on
the faculty of "The Ecumenical
Institute for Theological Research" in
Jerusalem, with the title of Research
Professor of Middle Eastern New
Testament Studies. He currently lives
in New Wilmington, PA.

Mondays, February 27-March 26,
6:00-7:15 p.m., Room E-412.

The Me | Want to Be:
Becoming God’s Best
Version of You

If God has a perfect vision for our

lives, why does spiritual growth

seem so difficult? Bestselling author
John Ortberg, pastor of Menlo Park
Presbyterian Church in California, has
some intriguing answers to that
question, and, in The Me | Want to Be,
has organized his thoughts and God's
words in scripture into a
straightforward and timely guide for
living our best life.

“Life is not about any
particular achievement or
experience. The most
important task of your life
is not what you do, but
who you become. There is a me you
want to be. As God helps you grow,
you will change, but you will always be
you. Here is the good news: When you
flourish, you become more you. You
become more that person God had in
mind when he thought you up. You
don't just become holier. You become
you-ier!”

This five-week study will be led by Jim
Roberts; $15/book.

Thursdays starting Feb. 23, 5:30-
6:45 p.m. in the Recreation Room

YOGA during LENT!

Join certified Yoga Instructor and
First Presby member Leslie Drake
for five yoga sessions. Reap the
benefits of meditation followed by
gentle stretching. Exercise mats will
be available; or bring your own mat.

Confirmation: A Journey of
Faith for 8th Grade Students

Confirmation Class begins during the
Lenten Season as we consider how
Christ calls us to faith.

Eighth grade students and their
parents are encouraged to begin the
confirmation process by attending Ash
Wednesday vespers in the chapel at
6:45 p.m. on Wednesday, February
22. For more information, call Barbara
Hopta at 304-343-8961, or email her
at bhopta@firstpresby.com.




NEWS FOR YOUTH, MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL

As of February 1, Joe Faini has
been with First Presby one
year. Be sure to speak to Joe
when you see him. Let him know
how pleased you are that he is
working with the First Presby
youth.

MIDDLE SCHOOL is enjoying
LOGOS on Wednesdays; while
HIGH SCHOOL events happen
on Sunday evenings.

Joe tries to keep everyone
informed via email or Facebook.

If you need more information,
don’'t hesitate to email
youth@firstpresby.com or leave
Joe a voice mail at 304-343-8961
ext. 119.

P
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
GROUP
KICK-OFF PARTY!

When? 6:30 p.m. on February 5

Where? Stillwell family home,
12 Brittany Woods, Charleston

Who? Anyone in High School

What do | bring? Nothing but
yourself

COLLEGE GOAL SUNDAY

College Goal Sunday is an opportunity
for students and families to get FREE
help completing the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
Local financial aid professionals will
offer one-on-one, confidential support
to anyone planning to attend college.
College Goal Sunday will be held
on February 12, 1:00-4:00 p.m. at
Capital High School. Visit
www.cfwv.com to register and for a list
of what to bring. For more information
call (304) 558-0655.

Anyone who plans to pursue a two-
year degree, four-year degree,
graduate degree, or certificate
program in the next 12 months can
attend. The workshops are open to
everyone, regardless of age or
income. High school seniors, current
college students, and adults who want
to go to college can attend.

College Goal Sunday is staffed by
professionals who will maintain the
confidentiality and security of families'
financial records. College Goal
Sunday is coordinated by the College
Foundation of WV, the West Virginia
Association of Student Financial Aid
Administrators, the YMCA, GEAR UP
and TRIO.

CONFIRMATION:
A JOURNEY OF FAITH
FOR
EIGHTH GRADE
STUDENTS

Confirmation Class begins
during the Lenten Season as we
consider how Christ calls us to
faith.

Eighth grade students and their
parents are encouraged to begin
the confirmation process by
attending Ash Wednesday
vespers in the chapel at 6:45
p.m. on Wednesday, February
22.

The photo below shows
middle school youth building
worship skills during LOGOS.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SKI TRIP!
When? Sunday, February 19
Where? Winterplace
Who? Anyone in Middle School
Sign up? YES!

And as soon as you can!
Information and permission slips are
available. Make your plans now.

There is a limited number of youth
who can attend.

Please sign up

now.,

Contact Joe for
departure time

and cost:
youth@firstpresby.com
or 304-343-8961

ext. 127.

Presbytery’s
Middle School
Youth Retreat
March 2 — 4
Youth in grades

6 through 8:
Save This Date!

Registration material
will be
available soon.




PLEASE WELCOME
THESE
NEW MEMBERS:

Alex and Mark Adkins come to us
from First Presby of Greensboro,
N.C. Alex works for General
Motors in sales and Mark is an
attorney with the Bowles, Rice
firm. They have many friends at
First Presby and want to become
involved in Mission projects, the
pre-school and young adult events.
Welcome, Alex and Mark!

Erin Kalan is a med student who
comes to us from Orange Presby
in Orange, VA. She is interested in
finding a Bible study and has
already become a part of the
Transitions young adult group.
Welcome, Erin!

Raye and Paul White come to us
from Beckley Presbyterian and St.
Marks, Charleston, respectively.
They are both employed by
Commercial Insurance, their family
business. Raye’'s daughter and
son-in-law, Ashley and Brent
Burton, and their children are
already First Presby members.
Welcome, Raye and Paul!

Sonny Johnstone comes to First
Presby by letter of transfer from
Bible Center. He is an attorney
with the Johnstone, Gabhart Law
firm. Sonny's wife is First Preshy
member Ellen (Cyrus) Johnstone.
Welcome, Sonny!

Elizabeth Noreika is a news
anchor for WCHS TV. She is
interested to becoming involved in
young adult events and is engaged
to new member Josh Robertson.
Welcome, Elizabeth!

Josh Robertson is a detective
with the Cabell County Sherriff's
Department. John wants to
become involved in young adult
events. He is engaged to Elizabeth
Noreika. Welcome, Josh!

SESSION PASSES A
‘FAITH BUDGET”

Author David Platt once said, “Budget
season is where we come face to
face with how little we trust God's
word.” That statement gives me
pause. Budget time is stressful. We
worry that we won't have enough
money to accomplish our ministry
goals. We are afraid we will have to
make cuts to important programs, or
(we dare not think it) important
people. Yet, aren’t we taught to walk
by faith in all areas of our lives?
Does that include the budget?

The 2012 Budget passed by Session
at the January meeting is a faith
budget. The Session and its Divisions
met several times over the past three
months to prayerfully discern what
God is calling First Preshyterian
Church to accomplish as His hands
on earth. This budget provides for
those ministries, yet is frugal and
practical; it is a reduction in both
income and expenses over 2011.
(You recall we had a one-time
Stewardship  Challenge  gift of
$50,000 with matching pledges in
2011.) However, the 2012 Budget
has expenses exceeding the current
level of giving by $44,000. This
assumes that our members who
pledged in 2011 will continue to
pledge at the same level this year.
We have not yet received all of those
pledges, but we have faith that we
will.

We have faith that the Holy Spirit will
move people to become more
generous givers; that those who don’t
give will see giving as a tangible way
to express their faith in God; and that
those who give nominally, will be
moved to give of their first fruits,
ahead of their wants and desires. If
we need a reminder that God’s plan
for His kingdom shall come, and His
will shall be done, glance at the
words on our dollars: “In God We
Trust.” We trust He will provide the
resources needed for what He calls
us to do.

Copies of the budget are available in
the Stewardship display near the
church office.

— Jackie Lilly
Business Administrator

FEBRUARY PRAYERS AND
THOUGHTS

Prayer
Dear God, please help me to take
good care of my body. Don't let me
take things for granted, like having a
new toothbrush or clean clothes.
Thank you for the people who take
care of me. Bless me and help me
grow strong so that | can show your
love to others. Amen.

Blessing for Meals
Thank you, God, for food that helps us
grow strong. Help us learn ways to
share so that others will have enough
to eat. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Bible Verse
You, O Lord, have been a refuge to
the poor, a refuge to the needy in their
distress, a shelter from the rainstorm
and a shade from the heat.
(Isaiah 25:4)

What You Can Do

When you take care of your body, you
will be better able to help care for
others. Think of five things you can do
to take care of your body. Do you get
enough sleep? Do you wash your
hands before you eat? Do you eat
healthy food Ilike fruits and
vegetables? Do you get plenty of
exercise? Now try to remember to do
these five things every day for one
week!

Word of the Month:

Shelter
A shelter is something that gives you
protection. In Charleston, Patchwork
provides services for youth ages 11-18
who are in need of help. It shelters
young people and encourages them to
grow strong.
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DAILY BIBLE VERSES

These verses are suggested by
These Days, a devotion guide which
can be found in the information
hallway on first floor.

2/1:
2/2:
2/3:
2/4:
2/5:
2/6
217:
2/8:

2/9:

2/10:

2/11:

2/12:
2/13:

2/14:

2/15:

2/16:

2/17:

2/18:

2/19:

2/20:

2/21:

2/22:
2/23:

2/24:

2/25:

2/26:

2127:

2/28:

2/29:

Isaiah 40:21-31

Time Spent on the Tarmac
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
Faster, Faster...

1 Corinthians 9:13-23

Free of Charge

Mark 1:29-39 The One Thing
Psalm 30 Thankful for Life

2 Kings 5:1-14

Conspiracy Theory

2 Kings 5:1-14

Who’s Number 17?

1 Corinthians 9:24-27
Training for Life

1 Corinthians 9:24-27

Gym Membership

Mark 1:40-45

Connecting with the Lost
Mark 1:40-45

When the Spirit Says Sing!
Psalm 6:1-5 Proud to Be Tired?
Psalm 90:1-6, 12-14

Afraid of What?

Genesis 1:26-31

Why God Loves Me

Psalm 38:6-11

A Different Kind of Tired
Eccl. 3:9-15 Exhausted by Too
Little to Do

Psalm 142:3a

Screening God’s Calls

Ex. 20:8-11

The Rest God Commanded
2 Cor.3:12-4:2

From Glory into Glory

Luke 8:22-25

In the Midst of the Waters
Isaiah 65:17-25
Stewardship of Creation
Mark 8 Taking Up the Cross
Matt.6:25-34

Feeding the Least of These
Gen.1:26-31

Discipleship to Heal Nations
Matthew 28:1-7

Toward the Resurrection
Genesis 9:8-17

| Will Remember
Gen.17:1-7, 15-16

Almost Unbelievable

Gen. 15-22 When Faith
Waivers

Romans 4:16-25 Old Stories
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%:‘I‘% FINANCE DIVISION REPORT
?\:,7 FOR DECEMBER 2011
Month of December Budget Actual Difference
Pledge Offerings: $ 120,000 $ 129,129 $ 9,129
Trustee Funds: 6,511 8,438 1,927
Other Revenue: 20,466 32,403 11,937
Total Income: 146,977 169,970 22,993
Expenses: 164,100 120,946 (43,154)
Net Income (loss): $ (17,123) $ 49,024 $ 66,147
Year 2011 Budget Actual Difference
Pledge Offerings: $1,150,000 $ 1,045,704 $(104,296)
Trustee Funds: 304,373 304,371 (2)
Other Revenue: 199,008 206,000 6,992
Total Income: 1,653,381 1,556,075 (97,306)
Expenses: 1,653,381 1,548,024 (105,357)
Net Income (loss): - $ 8,051 $ 8,051

The year 2011 ended with a surplus of $8,051 which will be transferred to
our Budget Reserve (savings). Although our income was below the budget
by $97,306, our expenses were also under budget by $105,357.

This expense savings was due to several factors including: 1) good
stewardship of money by the church staff--utilizing available resources
whenever possible, and prudent purchasing; 2) lower utility costs in the
summer months when the A/C was down; 3) deferral of several summer
maintenance projects due to the high heat/humidity in the buildings (see #2);
and 4) lower than projected start-up costs for the LOGOS program, including
canceling of leader training due to schedule conflicts. Most of these deferred
expenses will occur this year and be incorporated into the 2012 budget.

Please continue to be generous in your giving to the church which provides
for all of the missions and ministries of First Presby.

PARTNERS IN PRAYER

We pray for churches in our
Presbytery and in the Presbytery of
Nyeri in Kenya, Africa.

Feb. 5: Alexander Memorial
Presbyterian Church, Stony Bottom;
Bethlehem PC, Shinnston; First PC,
Clarksburg; Mutathini PC, Kenya.

Feb. 12: First PC, Huntington;
Cabwaylingo Chapel; Giakanja PC,
Kenya.

Feb. 19: Lakeview PC, Lakebottom;
Melrose PC, Princeton; Oak Grove
PC, Hillsboro; The Presbytery of
WV'’s mission trip to New Orleans;
Gaichamwenge PC, Kenya.

Feb. 26: Point Pleasant PC; First PC,
Ripley; Richwood PC; Githunguri
New Church Development, Kenya.

ECO TIP

From the Care of Creation Committee

Excess pounds of carbon dioxide
(CO2) are raising the earth's
temperature and putting coastlines at
risk. Think of pounds of CO2 as
inflated balloons: One pound of
CO2 would fill a balloon about 2 1/2
feet wide. The amount of energy each
of us uses every day, just to power our
homes and drive our cars, would fill 47
of them. In a year, a family of four
would fill 68,432. This is enough to fill
a building nine stories tall and 100 feet
on each side.

What to do? Turn off lights and
devices you are not using. Reduce
heating costs by changing air filters,
sealing ducts, and turning down the
thermostat. Change to compact
florescent lights. This is small fraction
of the information available: http://
greenliving.nationalgeographic.com/.



CHILD AND FAMILY MINISTRY

LOGOS UPDATE:
It's the Process That Counts!

Randy Gable, father of Cindy Wilson, recently supplied LOGOS with 40 six
inch wooden blocks, painted white. They were transformed into snowmen
on a recent LOGOS Wednesday, cute enough to be sold in a boutique.

By the time you read this, all kindergarten through middle school LOGOS
participants will have a snowman at home somewhere. As cute as they are,
though, | was reminded as | observed the children and their leaders, that it's
the process that counts.

If you've never come to Room E-301, | invite you to take a peek at the Art
Room some time soon, a place where creativity abounds. The best times to
visit are when teaching is happening: on a Sunday morning or on a LOGOS
Wednesday. During such visits you will find many smiles on the faces of
adults and children as they share the process of making something
meaningful with their hands.

From salt maps to clay creations, to paintings, weaving, glitter, and glue —
and snowmen — children experience something that is more important than
the product they produce. In the process of expressing creativity, they
are reminded that the adults who teach them, love t hem and value
their effort and expressions.

Thank you, teachers, for sharing God'’s love with ou
you, children, for allowing us to experience a tast
process.

r children. Thank
e of heaven in the

Barbara Hopta, Director of Child/Family Ministry

You too can come to LOGOS! Although the second semester has begun,
it's not too late to participate in First Presby’s newest ministry for children
and youth, kindergarten through middle school. LOGOS meets on
Wednesday nights from 5:00 to 7:15. Contact the church for more
information (304-343-8961) or email Barbara at bhopta@firstpresby.com.

Photo left:
Whitney Vincent and
Chris Daugherty enjoy
Sunday School time!

WARM BLESSINGS
FOR OUR BABIES

Babies age 0 - 2 and their mothers
are invited to receive a special
blessing on February 5. a beautiful
knitted hat for the babies, and coffee
and light breakfast for the mothers.

Baby hats are a gift from Hester
Covert and our Knitting Into the
Mystery group.

We look forward seeing you and
your small children on Sunday,
February 5, at 10:00 a.m., in the
Education Building, second floor,
Room 219.

PREPARATION FOR
COMMUNION

Welcoming Children to the Lord's
Table is a goal of the Children and
Family Committee. Children in first

and second grades and their

parents are invited to attend a

hands-on workshop:

Sunday, February 12
from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.

We will begin in Room A-201.

Please let us know that you will be
attending. Register by contacting
Barbara Hopta or the Christian
Education Office at 304-343-8961.

CONFIRMATION:
A JOURNEY OF FAITH FOR
EIGHTH GRADE
STUDENTS

Confirmation Class begins during the
Lenten Season as we consider how
Christ calls us to faith.

Eighth grade students and their
parents are encouraged to begin
the confirmation process by attending
Ash Wednesday vespers in the
chapel at 6:45 p.m. on Wednesday,
February 22.

Please contact Barbara Hopta at 304-
343-8961 ext. 127 (or via email at
bhopta@firstpresby.com) for
additional information.
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You are invited to the
Presbyterian Women's Luncheon
February 16, 2012

We set aside one day a year to say “thank you”tot  he church staff.
Won't you join us? We'll have a delicious lunch
followed by a special presentation.

Also join us for the PW Prayer Group which meets just prior to the luncheon
every month at 11:30 a.m. in Room A-203. We praise God,
bringing our joys and concerns to Him as we pray together.

¢¢ceceececeeceee

@ Callthe church at 304-343-8961 by February 14 to make a reservation.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY CIRCLE MEETINGS:
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RIVER OF HOPE: Churchwide Gathering of
Presbyterian Women, July 18-22, 2012

A team of energetic and spirit-filled women have planned a meaningful event
that will have a global impact. Based on Psalm 46:4-5, this conference will
enrich your soul and connect you with other women of faith. Mission ideas,
informative workshops and service opportunities will abound. This Gathering
truly offers something for everyone!

Themed “River of Hope,” the event will be staged in Orlando’s Gaylord Palms
Resort and Convention Center. Under this one roof, you'll find restaurants,
shops and the abundant meeting and sleeping rooms PW needs for a wonderful
event! The atrium has an outdoor feel with beautiful plant life, yet stays at a
comfortable 74-degree constant temperature. Beyond the convenience of the
Gaylord Palms, you can take advantage of Orlando as a family destination with
a beautiful landscape and many fun activities. PW’s special convention room
rate will apply three days before and after the Gathering to allow you to extend
your stay.

The workshops and plenary sessions will speak to a wide variety of interests.
Interactive areas will offer ways to enrich your faith, expand your worldview and
recharge you. Sunday morning worship will close the Gathering, uniting us in
faith and hope for our future.

Join your sisters in Christ (and some children and men!) from around the world
to take part in this extravaganza designed to delight your heart. Hope is the
focus, nurturing your spirituality is the reason. We are blessed to be able to
explore the many ways we can be of service to God.

Sit down at your computer now and find: www.presbyterianwomen.org/
gathering. There you will find all the current information and registration
materials. Or you may call Frankie McCain at 304-343-0648. Go ahead and
register now for the discounted price. Brochures are available on request;
scholarships may be available.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE
ARMED FORCES

Carly Leister, National Guard

Richard Anderson, US, cousin of
Mary Odin

ET/3 Charles M. Holbrook , Navy,
Great Lakes, Illinois

Captain Gene Seiter, Army near
Kabul, Afghanistan, nephew of
Carolyn Sturgeon

SR Eric Wilson, Naval Nuclear Power
Training in Charleston, SC

Frankie Bottorff, Navy, San Diego, CA

Brian Leister, Citadel

Ryan Hovis, United States Coast
Guard, Yorktown, VA, son of Tammy
Hovis

1st Lt. Stephen Bruner , Army, Fort
Fort Drum, NY

Captain Matthew M. Bruner, Army,
Fort Benning, Columbus, GA

Edwin Anderson, cousin of Mary Odin

Airman 1st Class Caitlin Workman
Omaha, NE, granddaughter of Pat
Workman

Staff Sgt Franz S. Workman IV , Air
Force Search and Rescue Team,
deployed, grandson of Pat Workman

Warrant Officer David McDarmont
Iraqg, son of Liz O’Finan

Owen Brown , US Navy, Pensacola,
FL, son of Earle Brown

David Rucker , Germany, nephew of
Barbara Brown

Donald Boylen , US Navy at sea,
grandson of Dick and Becky Smith

Please call the church office to keep
this information current. Thank you.

JIGSAW PUZZLES

Claire Butler, Interim Associate
Presbyter for Older Adult Ministry,
asks if you have any unwanted jigsaw
puzzles that would be of use to senior
citizens. If so, please leave them in the
church office. Thank you.

BAD WEATHER POLICY

If Kanawha County Schools close
or dismiss early, church activities
are cancelled unless you are
directly notified to the contrary.

If the county schools open late, the
Preschool will have a one-hour
delay. Church activity times will
not change.

PLEASE NOTE: Sunday worship
always takes place.



MUSIC AND WORSHIP NEWS
JOIN A MUSICAL GROUP, BUILD COMMUNITY, AND WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER!

FROM MARY ODIN

The other day, Ruth asked me how many seasons there really are in a year.
Recently, we've had temperatures in the 50's, followed by a school
cancellation for snow and icy conditions, followed by a warm rain, followed
by a day with a high of 25. Even for adults, this "winter" has been somewhat
disorienting. In years like this, | find myself clinging tightly to the seasons of
the church calendar. We may have Christmas in the 70's and snhow for
Easter Sunday, but seasons of the church year come around in the same
sequence each year. They are dependable.

When | was a small child in Chicago, my first two realizations about the
Christian narrative were these: 1) when | start walking home from school in
the dark, it's almost Christmas, and 2) swaddling clothes must have been
more substantial than that diaper up there in the Christmas pageant or Jesus
would have been dead from the cold. We should get him a hat, at least.
Those two epiphanies were the beginning of my understanding of the Gospel
story.

Later, | remember being confused by the crucifixion of a four-month-old
baby. Weren't we just celebrating His birth in December? How can He
already be 33 years old? | finally worked it out in my 2nd grade mind: the
Easter we're celebrating this year matches up with Christmas of 1939. (I
could have used a Barb Hopta in my life when | was seven years old.)

It took several more yearly cycles in church for me to grasp the concept that
Jesus' life and ministry are telescoped so we can experience the entire
gospel story in worship during one calendar year. As an adult, I've come to
appreciate Epiphany and look forward to the birth of the church at Pentecost.
Every year, through the rhythm of the liturgical calendar, | am a bit more
connected to the multitude of believers that came before me and those that
will follow. As we tell and retell it every year, their story becomes my story,
our story.

The one thing we must do as Christians during this and every season is
come to worship. There is nothing we do at church t hat is more
important than joining together in our sanctuary on Sunday mornings

to help tell and retell our story. No Lenten Growth Group, no choir
practice, no Sunday School class, no LOGOS night,n o basketball team,
and no Bible study is a substitute for that one all -important gathering.

In regular worship, we relive the full cycle of the gospel narrative and

grow closer to God and one another with each passin g year. If we
humble ourselves and allow God to reset our compass es every Sunday
morning, we find over time that we wander away from Him less and
less. And isn't that, after all, what we want foro  ur lives?

With Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent this month, we are invited to
look inward at our sinful selves and outward at our broken world. We can
spend this special season remembering with gratitude the Great Sacrifice
that healed our brokenness, and we can respond by making small sacrifices
to help God heal the brokenness in the world around us. We can give a jar of
peanut butter to heal the brokenness of hunger. We can clean out one closet
and donate our findings to heal the brokenness of poverty and want. We can
give the Baby Jesus a hat, at least.

See you in worship.

PRESBY THESPIES
This group offers dramatic gifts to

http://www.firstpresby.com/music.asp God in worship and other settings.

For weekly updates on your musical
group’s activities, go to our website:

and follow the links. To join, contact director Carole
Carter through the church office.

WORSHIP TEAM
These vocalists and instrumentalists
rehearse on Wednesday evenings and
lead congregational song during
worship on Sunday mornings. To join
us, contact Bill McCoy or Mary Odin.

GENEVA CHOIR
Geneva Choir for youth and adults
rehearses on Thursday evenings from
7:30-9:00 p.m. in the Choir Room. To
join the choir, come to the Choir Room
at 7:30 on Thursday evening where
your new friends will welcome you!

CAPELLA BELL CHOIR
Capella Bells rehearse on Thursday
evenings from 5:30-7 p.m. If you
would like to ring, contact director
Kathy Lynch through the church office.

WORSHIP SKILLS
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

LOGOS Wednesdays at First Presby
expand the traditional role of choir to
include training in all the elements of
worship. The second semester began
on January 11. Join us! The Worship
Skills schedule is as follows:

5:00-5:30: grades 3-5in E-305
5:30-6:00 grades K-2 in the Susie
Early Room

6:45-7:15 MS Youth in E-305

FPC LYRES CLUB
Our folk harp players practice on
Tuesdays from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the
Ruffner Room. To join, contact Mary
Odin at modin@firstpresby.com or at
(304)343-8961, ext. 137.

2012 Montreat Conference
on Worship and Music:

June 17-23, 2012
Registration began on December 15
for this life-changing week of worship,
Bible study, music, and the arts in
Montreat, NC. Adults, youth, and
children who have completed grade 3
may register for the conference.
Childcare and clubs are available for
ages 6 months through high school.
Twenty-two people are planning to
attend thus far; we have room for six
more. Housing deposits of $100 may
be left with Jackie or Jenny in the
church office. For more information, go
to http://www.presbymusic.orqg/
montreat.html




HOW BIG OUR COMMUNITY [S!

LOVE ALIVE! - A LOVE STORY

How do we begin to tell the story of how the love o
world, working through people who are open to heari

f God is alive in our
ng His call?

This love story begins at the Global Market this past October. After attending the
Presbyterian Women’s luncheon and hearing the stories of the artisans
represented at the Market, a person in attendance was awakened in the night by
God prompting her to make a significant financial contribution. This person, who
will remain anonymous, contacted Mary Kay Boyle and me. After much prayer,
the Holy Spirit directed us to divide this gift between two organizations with which
we have a strong relationship: Rahabs Rope and Dorcas Widows.

On December 19, 2011, we were able to meet Vicki Moore face-to-face via
Skype. Vicki Moore is the woman who started Rahabs Rope. Vicki told us that
recently God had led their organization to the city of Mumbai, India, where they
know that the need is great for providing aftercare for girls rescued from sex-
trafficking. Vicki stated that they currently were caring for 10 young girls, but the
need was far greater than they could provide. We told Vicky that we were calling
to inform her of a gift of $10,000 to be given to Rahabs Rope. Vicky was
completely overwhelmed. With tears streaming down her face, she stated that
$10,000 was the exact amount needed to build a care home for 100 girls that
they knew needed help. The morning that this call was made was the day that
Rev. Lynn Wood passed away. The new care home in Mumbai, India, will be
dedicated to and bear the name of Rev. Lynn Wood.

On January 10, 2012, a second call was made via Skype to Lisa Tschetter,
co-founder of Dorcas Widows. Dorcas Widows provides assistance for 80
widows caring for 500 orphans in Kampala, Uganda. On July 4, 2011, 45 of
these widows’ and children’s homes were demolished, crushed by bulldozers by
governmental takeover. The Dorcas Widows fund provided the finances to
secure temporary shelter for six months. Lisa explained that the goal of Dorcas
Widows is to build four homes on land already purchased to provide safe
housing for the displaced widows and children. At that point, we explained that
the reason for our call was to advise the organization of a gift of $10,000 coming
their way. There is no way to explain the sheer joy on Lisa’s face — the Glory of
God'’s love was radiating thru the computer screen! Lisa stated that $10,000 was
the exact amount needed to reach their goal. Within seconds of getting off of
the phone with Lisa, the Holy Spirit dramatically r  evealed to us that a home
in Kampala will be dedicated to and bear the name o f Louise Christensen.

The way that this story has unfolded secures the knowledge that we serve a God
of infinite power and resources: a loving Father of one very connected family in
Christ. We feel confident that this is only the beginning of this story.

call and direction to
er love stories to us.

May we all live with our hearts open to hear God's
each of us as we watch in wonder as God reveals oth

Written by God: re-told by Mary Kay Boyle and Sue Webster

FIRST PRESBY
JOYFULLY GAVE
IN NOVEMBER AND
DECEMBER:

Davis Stuart, Inc. Offering -
$1,419.00 was received to support
the Chaplaincy Program offered at
Davis Stuart. The Chaplaincy
Program seeks to promote the
awareness of our heritage of the
Christian faith and that necessary
knowledge which makes Christian
choices and decisions possible.
Many youth who reside at Davis-
Stuart have never been involved in
spiritual teachings.

Christmas Joy Offering - $2,790.00
was received to help students at
racial ethnic schools and colleges
develop their gifts and find their
calling to serve God. In addition,
the offering helps families of both
active and retired church workers
to meet unexpected needs.

Urgent Needs Offering - $2,023.00
was joyfully given to help those in
our community by way of the
Emergency Assistance Program
operated by Covenant House to be
able to provide rent, utilities, travel,
medicine, clothing or food for
people in the Kanawha Valley who
are in a crisis situation.

Cents-Ability Offering - $262.00
was given and we made a joyful
noise unto the Lord as our coins
were received to assist Covenant
House Food Pantry with hunger
relief in our community.

ALTERNATIVE GIFTS MAKE A BIG IMPACT!

Thank you to all who joined in the
conspiracy this year — the Advent
Conspiracy, that is! Over $6,000

was received among the six
alternative gift opportunities
available:

- Covenant House Food Pantry:
$390.00

- Living Waters for the World:
$2,252.00

- Internal Justice Mission: $550.00
- Daymark: $1,315.00

. Dorcas Widows Fund: $1,220.00
. Children’s Home Society: $365.00

In addition, proceeds in the amount
of $186.00 from the beautiful
photographs and note cards
produced by Michael Basile were
given to First Presby’s Living Waters
for the World fund.

Thank you, Michael, for your
incredibly generous gift of time and
talent for this mission.

So many people who gave
alternative gifts expressed their
appreciation to be able to give a truly
meaningful giftt And many people
who received alternative gifts were
so grateful to have received a gift
with lasting meaning and value!
Truly a win, win! Let's all join the
conspiracy next year!
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PRAYER CONCERNS

OUR SYMPATHY TO:

Sara McCorkle Matheney on the death
of her brother; Ron Reedy on the death
of his mother; Mark Miller, Bluestone
Director, on the death of his father;

Joe Faini on the death of his
grandfather; the congregation of Bream
Presbyterian Church on the death of
Lynn Wood.

CURRENT PRAYER CONCERNS:
Ann Schneider; Dick Golden; Kari
Preslar; Gini Lucas; Ann Patterson;
Ardath Franke; Ann Schneider; Jeff
Harlow; Jackie Taylor; Debbie
Westmoreland (Melinda Crislip’s
sister); David Payleg (friend of Amy &
David Cottrell); Howard Shaffer and
Monalynn Buckner, children of Barbara
Shaffer; Ken Skinner (friend of George
Keller)

EXTENDED PRAYER CONCERNS:
Herb Miller; Brent Sanders (friend of
Dick & Becky Smith); Ray Zando (Joe’s
father); Ray Prudnick (friend of Mark
Brand & Jim Crockett); David and
Barbara Bryant (friends of the
Doumauxs); Joe Kennedy, brother of

Barbara Brown; David Rucker,
nephew of Barbara Brown; Rev. Matt
Lyles (friend of Joe Marchio); Janet
Riddle, friend of Sally Slicer; Aaron
Jackimowicz (stepson of Jackie Lilly's
cousin); John Chappell, (friend of
Mary Kaye Boyle); Bob Morris; Amy
Patwa, Steve Hopta’s cousin; Olav
Seimer, ex brother-in-law of Marilyn
Monahan, father of her niece; Beth
Hammer, Mary Odin’s cousin; Ollie
Cunningham, Steve Hopta’s aunt.

LONG-TERM PRAYER CONCERNS:
Pat Jarrett; Nadine Hoch & family;
Kristin Mercer, granddaughter of Jean
Mercer; Harriet Myrick (Robin
Harlow’s aunt); Ricky Jordan; NevaJo
Adams; Leslie Meadows & Trecia
Peterson, friends of Candy Strader;
Lindsay Pack, friend of Amy Keller;
Michele Krueger, Marissa Sanders’
friend; Dwayne Smith (friend of Ruth
Weber); Kathy Walker; Harley
Skorpenfji, friend of Doumaux family;
Amber Skorpenfji, friend of Doumaux
family; Pam Goodwin; Frances Sattes,
sister of Kay Lamb & Lyle Sattes;
Nancy McCoy, mother of Bill; Tom,
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Melinda, & William Doumaux (Art's &
Pat’s son & family); Nancy Drescher;
Tyrone James; John Shadeed (Jim
Buckalew’s friend); Justus (Linda
Elliott's neighbor); Betty Childers; Craig
Christensen (Dave’s nephew); Mary
Murphy (Perry Keller’s friend, Tim
Murphy’s, mother); Ramsey Essa,
friend of Toni Clendenin; Mary
McFarland (Sarah McGriff's sister);
George Hamrick; Dr. Audrey Farley,
daughter of Elizabeth & John Lambros;
Edwin Scherr (Jim’s father); Laura
(Bulla), Tom Bulla’s daughter); Chuan
Rong Tsao, Howard Doumaux’s
brother-in-law; Jack Gastineau; Joseph
Sprouse.

—— In Memoriam ——

Louise C. Christensen
January 7, 2012

Nancy E. Potter
January 19, 2012

William H. Hamady
January 20, 2012




