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First Presbyterian Church will strive to be a welcoming home, a beacon of  
Christ's light arising from inspiring worship and loving discipleship. 

Sunday worship at 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
Radio Broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on �� � AM !�"���

Phone: (304) 343--8961        Fax: (304) 343--8970 
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BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK  
If you haven’t had your blood pressure 
checked recently, please stop by the 
church library on Sunday, December 11.  
A parish nurse will assist you. 

DECEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS! 

Congratulations to 
the following who will be celebrating a 
“90 and over” birthday during the 
month of December. 

Mary Williams Dec. 3 
James McLaughlin Dec. 7 
Margaret Shepherd Dec. 8 
Mattie Bowling Dec. 15 
Helen Marble Dec. 25 

BAD WEATHER POLICY 
If Kanawha County Schools close or 
dismiss early, church activities are 
cancelled, unless you are directly 
notified to the contrary. If schools 
open late, check with the church 
office.  When in doubt, please call the 
church office at 304-343-8961. 
PLEASE NOTE: SUNDAY WORSHIP 
ALWAYS TAKES PLACE.  

PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
WORSHIP 

The Weekday Preschool program 
would like to invite everyone to its 
Christmas Worship services on 
Tuesday,  December  20 or 
Wednesday, December 21 at 12:15 
p.m. in the Church Sanctuary. 

PRESCHOOL  
CHRISTMAS TREE 

It is time again for us to anticipate 
that cold weather is coming.  We are 
inviting you now to think of the many 
children right here in Charleston that 
do not have mittens, hats and 
scarves to keep warm. We are 
asking each family to bring a new 
pair of mittens and gloves, of any 
size (especially in bright 
colors). We will be hanging these 
gifts of love on a Christmas tree 
outside the Preschool Office so that 
everyone can share in the warmth of 
giving. All of the gloves, mittens, 
hats and scarves will be given to the 
local clothing closet (and some to 
our Food Pantry for when children 
come to visit there) and will benefit 
local children. 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS 
Envelopes are in the pew racks  
for contributions to our Worship 
Memorial Fund in honor or memory of 
love ones. The names will be printed 
in a special insert for the Christmas 
worship bulletins. The deadline is 
December 12. These Christmas 
memorials are given to enrich worship 
at the church. 

INQUIRER’S CLASS 
Inquirer’s Class begins its quarterly 
three week-series on January 15 
with a tour of the church 
buildings.  The tour begins in the 
Ruffner Room at 9:45 a.m. and will 
return to the Ruffner Room in time for 
11:00 worship.  

If you have ever wanted to look 
around, learn about the history of First 
Presby, or find out about the classes, 
groups, and activities this tour is for 
you!   

The following two Sunday’s classes 
will be taught by Bill McCoy and Jim 
Roberts, respectively. Come join us 
and receive a First Presby red mug.  
Email robin@firstpresby.com with 

INVITE OTHERS TO 
CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

The weeks of December are filled with 
interesting events – the perfect time to 
invite your friends, relatives and co-
workers to First Presby. This 
newsletter is a resource for times and 
places of Advent and Christmas 
activities, so find an event that you 
would enjoy and invite a friend or two 
along, and encourage your children to 
invite a friend also.  
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Wednesday, December 21, will 
include an early Wednesday 
Connections supper at 5:30 
f o l l o we d  b y a  C h r i s tm as 
Celebration in the Sanctuary at 
6:15. Christmas Caroling aboard 
the Trolleys starts at 7:00.  
Cookies and hot chocolate will be 
served in the Recreation Room 
from 7:45-8:15.  

All aboard! 
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Basketball practice  has officially 
started and games will be played 
through December on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.  

High School  YoungLife Fall 
Weekend will be December 9-11 at 
Cedar Lakes. 

Middle School LOGOS  meets on 
Wednesdays. December 7 will be 
the last one in 2011; LOGOS 
resumes on January 11. 

Middle School Wyldlife  will be 
Dec. 2 and 16, 7:30 p.m. 

Additional events are planned. 
Please contact Joe Faini via 
email, youth@firstpresby.com, 
to stay informed.  

December 4 is  
MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY 

Whether you have been a part of First 
Presby for two months or five years, 
you are especially and warmly invited 
to look toward Sunday, the 4th of 
December as the day you will answer 
Christ’s call to make FPC your church 
home. Meet a pastor and Robin 
Harlow at the Communion Table 
following either worship service that 
day for the brief joining reception. 
Questions? Contact Robin Harlow at 
robin@firstpresby.com. 

CRAFTING   
Join Nancy Struthers on Mondays, 
10:00-11:45 a.m. in Room E-412! 
Nancy has several craft projects to 
share including nifty greeting cards, 
plarn, and things to do with 
styrofoam. PLEASE TELEPHONE 
AHEAD OF TIME so that Nancy 
will anticipate your participation. 
Dates: December 5, 12, and 19. 



Join the conspiracy , 

the Advent Conspiracy  
to take back Christmas from 
consumerism and mindless 
spending and consider giving a gift that makes a di fference in 
someone’s life.   

One way to do this is to make a donation in honor of a family member or a 
friend. Below is list of alternative gift options that are a part of our 
congregation’s mission involvement. Each of these has a hand-made card 
that describes the work of the organization and the actual gift that you will be 
honoring the recipient with. Continuing through Advent on Sundays the cards 
will be available in the main church hallway; throughout the week please stop 
by the church office. 

Living Waters for the World  provides clean water to many communities.  
Give the gift of clean water  and support First Presby's work in Nicaragua. 

International Justice Mission  secures justice for victims of slavery, sexual 
exploitation, and other forms of violent repression by working with local 
officials to ensure immediate victim rescue and aftercare, prosecuting 
perpetrators, and promoting functioning public justice systems. Gift the gift of 
freedom  by supporting the work of IJM. 

Children’s Home Society promotes the well being of children. Their efforts 
are directed at helping children find lifetime families, protecting and nurturing 
children, and helping preserve and strengthen their families. Gift the gift of 
clothing to support the Emergency Clothing Fund at CHS. 

Daymark serves at-risk youth and their families within the Greater Kanawha 
Valley and all of West Virginia.  Daymark operates several progrmas, one of 
which is called The Street Outreach program.  This program seeks to assist 
youth living on the streets.  Give the gift of shelter in support of this program. 

Dorcas Widows Ministry  is a support group of 80 widows in Uganda who 
are supporting over 400 children. Having lost their husbands due to the war 
in Northern Uganda, HIV/AIDS, malaria, TB, or other diseases, the widows 
have expanded their families with local children without parents.  This past 
July, 45 of the womens homes were demolished due to political unrest.  Give 
the gift of shelter  as the Dorcas Wiidows fund works to build safe housing for 
all of the women and children. 

Covenant House Food Pantry  is open to anyone in Kanawha County 
needing food without fear of judgment.  In 2010 the Food Pantry served 
5,592 people. Gift the gift of food to aide many hungry people in Kanawha 
county. 

In addition, Michael Basile, church and youth group member, will have 
available for purchase sets of photographic note cards that represent some 
of his beautiful work. Michael is donating all of his sales to the Living Waters 
for the World ministry. 

 

 

�� Clean water 

�� Freedom 

�� Clothing 

�� Shelter 

�� Food 

�� All FINISHED SHOPPING! THAT WAS EASY! 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO LENT 
Isn’t this a little early to be thinking 
about Lent? After all, we’ve just begun 
Advent! You’re right. Lent doesn’t’ 
begin until Ash Wednesday, which is 
on February 22.   

So, why am I bringing up Lent so 
early? Because we need to plan ahead 
for our Lenten Growth Groups. Let me 
tell you what I need from you.  

If you would like to lead a class/group 
this coming Lent, please let me know 
what topic you have in mind and how 
we (the staff and Adult Christian 
Education Committee) may be able to 
support you in your leadership of the 
class/group.  

Or, if you have a topic that you would 
like to be considered for a Lenten 
Growth Group, we would like your 
input so we can take into account your 
thoughts and ideas in our planning. 
Take this month and think about this, 
and then share your ideas with me by 
January 6.  

This will give us time to plan and 
schedule a Lenten Growth Group 
calendar and to provide a brochure by 
the first week of February. You may 
contact me at the church office by 
email (jroberts@firstpresby.com), by 
phone (304-343-8961), or by making 
an appointment for us to sit down 
together to discuss your ideas.  

As always, thank you for your 
prayerful, energetic support of the 
education and nurture ministries of 
First Presby! 

Jim Roberts 
Associate Pastor  
for Adult Christian Education 

NEW GRANDBABIES 
 

Kay and Curt Marble announce the 
birth of their second grandson, Landry 
Raymond Marble, on November 20. 
The baby joins brother Jamison at 
home. Parents are Christina and 
Jamie Marble. 
 
George and Rick Francke announce 
the birth of granddaughter, Mary 
Catherine Francke, on November 11. 
The baby joins brother David at home. 
Parents are Rebecca and David 
Francke. Ardath Francke is the great-
grandmother. 



Year to date: 2011  Budget Actual Difference 

Pledge Offerings: $ 910,000 $ 829,627 $ (80,373) 
Trustee Funds:  290,810  293,745  2,935 

Other Revenue:  173,448  164,355  (9,093) 
Total Income:  1,374,258  1,287,727  (86,531) 

Expenses:  1,370,704  1,322,926  (47,778) 

Net Income (loss): $ 3,554 $ (35,199) $ (38,753) 

FINANCE DIVISION REPORT  
FOR OCTOBER 2011 

 

Month of September  Budget Actual Difference 

Pledge Offerings: $ 95,000 $ 90,835 $ (4,165) 
Trustee Funds:  6,735  5,859  (876) 

Other Revenue:  10,291  6,810  (3,481) 

Total Income:  112,026  103,504  (8,522) 

Expenses:  120,261  118,823  (1,438) 
Net Income (loss): $ (8,235) $ (15,319) $ (7,084) 

These verses are from The Unfolding 
Journey, written by Taylor Lewis 
Guthrie Hartman and illustrated by 
John Blair Harman III, an Advent 
Calendar, available in the main 
hallway and adaptable for children. 

Wonder and Wander 
11/27: Psalm 25:4-5 
11/28: 1 Kings 19:11-13 
11/29: Luke 2:41-52 
11/30: Esther 4:13-14 
12/1: 1 Samuel 3 
12/2: Luke 11:9-10 
12/3: Habakkuk 2:2 

Gather and Grow 
12/4: Luke 14:7-11 
12/5: Ruth 1:16-17 
12/6: Romans 15:4-13 
12/7: Psalm 133:1 
12/8: Matthew 19:13-15 
12/9: Exodus 16:13-21 
12/10: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

Prepare and Pray 
12/11: Mark 13:33-37 
12/12: Isaiah 52:1-2 
12/13: Luke 1:5-24 
12/14: Psalm 139:13-16 
12/15: Luke 1:46-56 
12/16: Mark 1:4-8 
12/17: Isaiah 40:1-5 

Embrace! 
12/18: Isaiah 11:1-10 
12/19: Song of Solomon 2:10-13 
12/20: Matthew 1:18-25 
12/21: Luke 1:26-38 
12/22: Luke 2:1-7 
12/23: Luke 2:8-20 
12/24: Isaiah 9:2 
12/25: Matthew 2:1-12 

The following are from These Days 
12/26: Luke 2:36-40 
12/27: Luke 2:25-38 
12/28: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
12/29: Ephesians 5:6-14 
12/30: Colossians 1:15-20 
12/31: Jeremiah 17:5-8 

DAILY BIBLE VERSES  

STUDY THE BIBLE 
The Trinity Bible Class invites you to 
join them on Sundays, 9:45 a.m. as 
they study the Bible using The Present 
Word. They meet in the Susie Early 
Room, by the Chapel and the Ruffner 
Room.  

WHAT IS TITHING? 
Tithing is making a contribution of financial support to your church.  Tithing is 
voluntary. You give out of love and gratitude for all God gives you.  Tithing is 
systematic. You give a certain portion of your income as you receive it. The Old 
Testament guideline for giving was a “tithe” - or tenth - of total property. 

WHY IS TITHING IMPORTANT? 
Tithing symbolizes and helps express your commitment to Christ and the 
Church. A regular plan for giving can help enrich your life. Through giving, we 
offer ourselves in service and devotion to God.  We become stronger in faith, 
more aware of others’ needs, and we experience the joy of sharing with others 
in Christ. Tithing helps accomplish the Church’s mission.  Reliable funding 
allows the Church to plan for expenses, carry out programs, maintain outreach 
activities and help those in need. 

HOW AND WHEN TO TITHE 
Everyone can tithe. Anyone who has an income can plan ahead to make tithing 
a part of his or her budget.  Even children can put aside a small amount each 
week for God. Be systematic. Whatever your program of giving, keep records 
and try not to miss dates. Tithe often. Weekly or monthly tithing helps the church 
plan its budget.  If you don’t receive income on a regular basis, tithe when you 
receive it. 

MAKE TITHING PART  
OF YOUR LIFE IN CHRIST 

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with 
whatever gift each of you has received.  1 Peter 4:10 

YEAR-END GIVING 
Gifts received by midnight December 31, 2011 will be deductible in 2011.  The 
church will be open on New Year's Eve for the Good Night Celebration. Gifts 
received on Sunday, January 1, 2012 will be deductible in 2012.  Transfers of 
securities are deductible in the year they are received into the church account.  
Please allow several days for this transfer.  The church has a new account # for 
stock transfers. Please contact Jackie in the business office for more 
information. 

WEDDING NEWS  

Congratulations to 
Ellen Cyrus and Sonny Johnstone  

who were married on November 5, 2011. 
 



CHILD AND FAMILY MINISTRY 

Prayer 
God of peace, we pray for peace in 
our world.  We pray for all people who 
live in fear.  We pray especially for 
people around the world who are not 
free to worship You in peace.  Thank 
you for Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  
Help us to live in Jesus’ way.  Amen. 

Bible Verse 
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness 
prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our 
God.”  (Isaiah 40:3) 

Blessing for Meals 
Lord, thank you for food that nourishes 
us, for the people who prepare our 
meals, for the farmers who grow our 
food. Just as food nourishes us, help 
us to nourish others as we live for 
You.  Amen. 

Word of the Month: Offering 
An offering is a gift that we give to God 
to show our thanks for all of God’s 
good gifts to us. An offering can be a 
gift of money, but it can also be a gift 
of our time, our abilities, or our efforts.  
When your Sunday school teachers 
teach their classes, they are offering 
their gift of teaching to God. 

What You Can Do  
How often do you stop to say thank 
you to people who add something to 
your life: the custodian or secretary at 
your school, your teachers, the mail 
carrier, the bus driver, the person who 
bags your groceries at the store?  
Pass on a little thanks this week. It just 
might make someone’s day! 

Giving What You Have 
How big is your family?  How many 
family members are living where you 
do?  Include parents, brothers, sisters, 
and of course, yourself!  How many 
family members are there if you also 
include grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
and cousins?  Put a dime in your 
Christmas Joy Offering coin box for 
every family member whom you’ve 
seen this year.  How many people are 
there in the family of God?  Is there 
anyone who isn’t one of God’s 
children?  Imagine your gifts and the 
gifts of everyone you know spreading 
out to give a hug to all of God’s family.   

What do WEE PEOPLE, ADVENT WORKSHOP, and 
CHILDREN’S TABLEAU have in common?    

They are all part of the way we celebrate the Advent/Christmas season 
at First Presby! 

Mary and Joseph  are the first of the many life-size soft dolls who will 
appear in our sanctuary. Their journey to Bethlehem begins on the first 
Sunday of Advent, November 27.  These cozy Wee People  will be joined 
by shepherds, an angel, many sheep, and wise men as we move closer 
to Christmas.  You will find that they are very touchable – even hug-able. 

Enjoy the Advent Workshop in the dining room on Sun day morning, 
December 4, 9:45-10:45. The Child/Family Committee invites all 
children, middle youth, and parents to this hour of creativity with glue, 
glitter, wool, and ribbon as we create treasures for our homes.  Breakfast 
foods are included. 

The Children’s Nativity Tableau brings the Christmas story to life on 
Christmas Eve at 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. This beloved worship 
service includes leadership/participation of children ages kindergarten 
through elementary school. 

Dec. 11 at noon: Costumes assigned, 3rd floor, Education Building 

Dec. 18 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. - Tableau Rehearsal, sanctuary 

Dec. 24 at 4:00 p.m. - Participants gather in Ruffner Room for 5:00 
worship. 
 

Did You Know? 
Christmas lasts for twelve days: Christmas Day through January 5.  January 6 is 
Epiphany, when we celebrate the wise men coming to see Jesus. 

The season of Advent, a time of waiting and preparation for the coming of 
Jesus’ birth, begins this year on November 27.  Advent is a special time to think 
about the many blessings we have and give thanks to God each day.  

LOGOS COMPLETES FALL TERM  
AND LOOKS FORWARD TO WINTER 

Christian Ed’s “magic launch” number was ten: if ten children and youth 
were interested in a LOGOS program, we would begin in September 2011.  
Imagine our delight when that number more than tripled! The LOGOS 
program, with the help of dedicated parents and other volunteers, is a 
reality at First Presby. Wednesday evenings, from 5:00 to 7:15, have 
become a cause for celebration, enrichment, and growth  as we divide by 
age groups for worship/music skills, Bible study, and recreation, and 
combine as one family for supper.  Most of all, LOGOS is fun and keeps 
bringing us back.   

We are now in the initial sign-up stage for our winter/spring semester.  
Included in this newsletter is a registration form for both new and continuing 
participants.  January 11 is our first LOGOS night for second semester.   

We welcome you to consider begin a part of this min istry! 
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Winter Semester beginning January 11, 2012  
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5:00 
K-2: Bible  
3rd-5th: Choir/Worship Skills 
6th-8th: Recreation 
 
5:30 
K-2: Choir/Worship Skills 
3rd-5th: Recreation 
6th-8th: Bible  
 
6:00  
Family-Style Dinner for All 
 
6:45 
K-2: Recreation 
3rd-5th: Bible  
6th-8th: Choir/Worship Skills 

#1   Name of Student:  
__________________________________________________________________ 
                             (Last)                                            (First)                                                 (Middle) 

Grade (Fall 2011):  ________              Date of Birth: ______/_____/_____ 
                                                                                                                                  (mm/dd/yy) 

#2   Name of Student:  
__________________________________________________________________ 
                             (Last)                                            (First)                                                 (Middle) 

Grade (Fall 2011):  ________              Date of Birth: ______/_____/_____ 
                                                                                                                                  (mm/dd/yy) 

#3   Name of Student:  
__________________________________________________________________ 
                             (Last)                                            (First)                                                 (Middle) 

Grade (Fall 2011):  ________              Date of Birth: ______/_____/_____ 
                                                                                                                                   (mm/dd/yy) 
Home Phone: _________________________ 

Mailing Address: ___________________________City: _______________   Zip:  __________ 

Names of Parents/Guardians: _____________________________________________________ 

Work Phone: ________________________      Cell Phone: ______________________ 

E-mail Addresses of student and parents/guardians:  (Optional, but requested, if possible) 
   _______________________      ______________________       ________________________________ 
 
Please indicate preferred method of communication: ________________________________ 

Emergency Contact Person: _______________________ Phone: ______________________ 

Do you need child care for younger siblings while you participate as a volunteer? _______ 

Are there any behavioral, dietary or medical concerns we should know about that may affect  
the student's participation in LOGOS?  ______________________________________________ 

�
Parent Commitment: In order to participate in LOGOS, a commitment by a parent  
is required.  Please circle any that you would be interested in doing.  Thank you! 
 

Childcare/Nursery Menu Planner  

Dining Room Set-up Registrar 
Bible Time Teacher/Assistant Publicity (photographer)  

Table Prep (centerpieces)  Table Parent 

Worship Skills Assistant Recreation Assistant  

Kitchen Cleanup 

Signature of Parent/Guardian: _______________________________ Date: _____________ 
 

The enrollment cost includes curriculum, supplies, and dinner:  

$65 for one child, $115 for two children, $125 family maximum.  

Scholarships are available through the Church Office.  

Make your check payable to First Presbyterian Church with “LOGOS enrollment”  
on the memo line. Payment is due by January 4. Thank you. 
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�� January 1 
�� January 8 
�� January 25 
�� February 1 
�� February 8 
�� February 15 
�� February 29 
�� March 7 
�� March 14 
�� March 21 

 
NO LOGOS on February 22 
Ash Wednesday. (The 
church will have a dinner and 
worship service.) 
 

 
RETURN TO:  

First Presbyterian Church 
16 Leon Sullivan Way 
Charleston, WV  25301 

304-343-8961    

Fax 304-343-8970   

E-mail: 
firstpresby@firstpresby.com   





Carly Leister,  National Guard 
Richard Anderson,   US, cousin of 

Mary Odin 
SN Charles M. Holbrook , Navy, Great 

Lakes, Illinois 
Captain Gene Seiter,  Army near 

Kabul, Afghanistan, nephew of 
Carolyn Sturgeon 

SR Eric Wilson, Naval Nuclear Power 
Training in Charleston, SC 

Frankie Bottorff, Navy, San Diego, CA 
Brian Leister,  Citadel 
Ryan Hovis,  United States Coast 

Guard, Yorktown, VA, son of Tammy 
Hovis 

1st Lt. Stephen Bruner , Army, Fort 
Benning, Columbus, GA 

Captain Matthew M. Bruner, Army, 
Fort Stewart, Savannah, GA 

Edwin Anderson,  US, cousin of Mary 
Odin 

Airman 1st Class  Caitlin Workman , 
Omaha, NE, granddaughter of Pat 
Workman 

Staff Sgt Franz S. Workman IV , Air 
Force Search and Rescue Team, 
deployed, grandson of Pat Workman  

Warrant Officer  David McDarmont , 
Iraq, son of Liz O’Finan 

Owen Brown , US Navy, Pensacola, 
FL, son of Earle Brown  

David Rucker , Germany, nephew of 
Barbara Brown 

Donald Boylen , US Navy at sea, 
grandson of Dick and Becky Smith 

Please call the church office to keep 
this information current. Thank you. 

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE 
ARMED FORCES 

SICK, HOSPITALIZED, OR IN 
NEED OF PRAYER? 

Let your church family know of any 
needs you have. The church has a 
telephone/e-mail prayer chain, a “pray 
for” list in the newsletter, and prayers 
during worship. Tell us your concerns 
or ask a friend to inform us.  

If you want to tell us about someone 
else, a friend or family member, be 
sure to respectfully ask their 
permission first. You can also confide 
in one of the pastors and request it be 
kept confidential. Rev. Jim Roberts 
maintains the “pray for” list. Please 
call him at 304-343-8961, ext. 118.  

����� ����� ��������"���� 
����� �����
������� ��	
�� ����
���
������������������� �����������

��� ��������
��

������� ��	�����
�

��	���� �!������������������"���
#����$�
� �������������������"��

%�"��&��	�'����()	��'�
)��*�+�'������

,��'�

�������� #�)�����
-��''�	.�

��	/��0�		�'����������������1�
��	���#�����������������"���1��

%�"����0�++����
�2����
��''�	�	� �	/����'���

1����!�
��

������1� $�''���� 3	������''������������������4��1� %�"��� ��������
��

������1� #����� #����5����6�	�����������������4��
��	)�	��7�  '�	������������1�

%�"��� ��������
��

,��
����'�� � ���	� ��))�����	����2�����������1� � �

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY CIRCLE MEETINGS:  

Presbyterian Women invite you to . . . 
 

Come, hum along or raise your voice higher 
You’ll be accompanied by harps, 

Perhaps even a lyre! 
 

The food will be yummy, the fellowship great, 
Bring a friend, two or more. We’ll all celebrate, 

The best birthday of all! 
 

Thursday, December 15 at Noon 
Call in your reservation now  304-343-8961. The lunch cost is $6.00, payable 
at the door of the Activities Building dining room.  An elevator is available at 

the east end of the building. 

Also join us for Prayer at 11:30 a.m. in Room A-201. 

There will also be information on a new pastime for those cold, winter 
“snowed-in” days of January and February. Archives on-line! 

8�9++� ���
�:�  �' ���;�1�6�	���'��"���

PARTNERS IN PRAYER 
We pray for churches in our 
Presbytery and in the Presbytery of 
Nyeri in Kenya, Africa. 

Dec. 4:  Pickens Presbyterian Church; 
Riverlawn PC, St. Albans; The staff 
of the Presbytery of West Virginia; 
Muthuaini PC, Kenya. 

Dec. 11:  Summerlee PC; First PC, 
Nitro; First PC, Williamstown; Philip 
Nganatha Memorial, Kenya. 

Dec. 18:  First PC, Bluefield; Highlawn 
PC, St. Albans; First PC, 
Whitesville; Wandumbi Special 
School for the Mentally Retarded, 
Kenya. 

Dec. 25:  Bridgeport PC; Belle PC; 
South Park PC, Charleston; 
Gatumbiro PC, Kenya. 

November 17: Jarve Currence and Jean 
Mercer were among the 30 women who 
helped prepared Fair Trade baskets 
promoting the Presbyterian Coffee 
Project. 



MUSIC AND WORSHIP NEWS 
JOIN A MUSICAL GROUP, BUILD COMMUNITY, AND WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER! 

FROM MARY ODIN 
Life pulls us in many directions all year long, but December wins the prize for most activities, parties, concerts,  to-do 
lists, and obligations. With so many things to do, all of them screaming “I’m important!” in our ears, it can be almost 
impossible to distinguish between what is important and what is essential. 
 
These are precisely the times when we cannot rely on our own instincts to know what to do. Our instincts urge us to 
attend every Christmas party, even when we’re exhausted, so our friends won’t be offended. God tells us to observe 
Sabbath rest one day out of every seven. Our instincts tell us we must buy a present for everyone we know so they’ll 
know we love them. God tells us to care for the widow and the orphan, those who are truly in need. Our instincts want to 
preserve our appearance: How will I look to my friends and family? God wants to preserve our real selves so we can 
truly show others we love them. How can we give ourselves away in God’s service if we’ve exhausted ourselves to the 
point that we have nothing left? 
 
I invite you to let God care for you through this season by giving yourself away in worship. By obediently observing the 
essentials, your Sabbath rest and worship each and every week, you’ll find you have energy for all the other important 
things that beckon you this month. You’ll also be better equipped to distinguish between what is important and what is 
essential because you’ll begin to see things through God’s own eyes. 
 
“Come and worship. Come and worship. Worship Christ  the newborn King!”  

 
For weekly updates on your musical 
group’s activities, go to our website: 

http://www.firstpresby.com/music.asp 
and follow the links. 

 
PRESBY THESPIES   

 

This group offers dramatic gifts to God 
in worship and other settings. To join 
these actors available for occasional, 
short-term commitments, contact 
director Carole Carter through the 
church office. 
 

 
WORSHIP TEAM 

 

These vocalists and instrumentalists 
rehearse on Wednesday evenings and 
lead congregational song during 
worship on Sunday mornings. This 
month, we will give a special musical 
offering during Lessons and Carols 
worship on December 11. To join us, 
contact Bill McCoy or Mary Odin. 

 
GENEVA CHOIR 

 

Geneva Choir for youth and adults 
rehearses on Thursday evenings from 
7:30-9:00 p.m. in the Choir Room. We 
provide special music for Sunday 
worship. This month, we will sing in 
both services of Lessons and Carols 
on December 11 and at the 11 p.m. 
service on Christmas Eve. To join the 
choir, simply come to the Choir Room 
at 7:30 on Thursday evening. 
 

 

JOIN A MUSICAL GROUP, BUILD COMMUNITY, AND WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER! 

CAPELLA BELL CHOIR 
 

Capella Bells rehearse on Thursday 
evenings from 5:30-7 p.m. This 
month, our bell ringers will play in 
both services of Lessons and Carols 
on December 11 and during the 30-
minute prelude before the 11 p.m. 
service on Christmas Eve. Currently, 
there are two open positions in the 
bell choir. To fill one of them,  
contact director Kathy Lynch through 
the church office. Experience with 
ringing is helpful but not required. 
 

 
WORSHIP SKILLS 

FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 

LOGOS at First Presby meets on 
Wednesday evenings and expands 
the traditional role of choir to include 
training in all the elements of 
worship. The Worship Skil ls 
schedule is as follows: 
 

5:00-5:30 grades 3-5 in E-305    

5:30-6:00 grades K-2 in the Susie 
Early Room    

6:45-7:15 Middle School Youth in 
E-305 
 

LOGOS musicians will hold their 
last meetings of 2011 on 
December 7 and will participate in 
Lessons and Carols worship on 
December 11. After our Christmas 
break, LOGOS will begin anew on 
January 11. 
 

 

FPC LYRES CLUB 
 

Our folk harp players practice on 
Tuesdays from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the 
Ruffner Room. This month, we will 
play at St. Paul UMC on December 
6, for Lessons and Carols at First 
Presby on December 11, for the 
Senior Caregivers at Ruffner Presby 
on  Dec em ber  14 ,  f o r  t he 
Presbyterian Women on December 
15, at Hubbard Hospice on 
December 20, and on Christmas 
morning at First Presby. We will not 
meet on December 27. To join us,  
call or email Mary Odin at 
m o d i n @ f i r s t p r e s b y. c om .  N o 
experience is necessary; instruments 
are available through the church.  

 
2012 Montreat Conference 

on Worship and Music: 
June 17-23, 2012 

 

Make plans to attend this life-
changing week of worship, Bible 
study, music, and the arts in 
Montreat, NC. Adults, youth, and 
children who have completed grade 
3 may register for the conference. 
Childcare and clubs are available for 
ages 6 months through high school. 

 

Conference registration will open 
on December 15. Housing deposits 
($100) may be left with Jackie Lilly or 
Jenny Pitchford in the church office 
at any time. For more information, go 
to http://www.presbymusic.org/
montreat.html 



MISSION OUTREACH: DECEMBER OFFERINGS  

Sunday, December 18:  Christmas Joy Offering – Good News of Great Joy! 
 
Like the shepherds, we cannot hear the news without being stunned: God’s love has come 
among us as one of us, accompanying us, and working to transform us.  As we open our 
hearts to that love, we find it will not be contained but yearns to be shared with others.  One 
of the ways Presbyterians have traditionally responded to the news of this gift is by sharing 
our own gifts through the Christmas Joy Offering.  The Offering supports racial ethnic 
education at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges, where it helps students develop their 
gifts and find their calling.  It also assists families of active and retired church workers meet 
unexpected needs through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions.  As we 
celebrate the good news of great joy – God’s love in human form is now among us – may our 
gifts bear joyful witness to that uncontainable love. 

 
Friday, December 24:  Urgent Needs Offering – Joyfully give to those in our Community! 
 
A portion of the Urgent Needs Offering goes directly to the Emergency Assistance Program operated by Covenant House 
to be able to provide rent, utilities, travel, medicine, clothing or food for people in the Kanawha Valley who are in a crisis 
situation.  The other portion allows First Presby to provide Charleston Housing rental assistance for people that Covenant 
House refers to us.   
 
Sunday, December 25:  Cents-Ability Offering – Come Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord! 
 
Continue to collect your cents at each meal and bring your collection or loose change to church on 
December 25 when the Cents-Ability Offering will be received.  25% of our Cents-Ability Offering is 
given to the Covenant House Food Pantry to help with hunger relief in our own community.  The 
balance of the Offering is used for hunger needs within our Presbytery and the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program, broadly designated to be used in Africa. 

GLOBAL MARKET  
REPORTS SUCCESS 

With praises to God, we joyfully report the completion and success of the 
Global Market. Our thoughts and tears of joy have become “count your 
blessings, name them one by one.” The Market sold $33,305.69 and also 
took in $800.00 as donations to Dorcas Widows. The artisans are joyous 
and have been touched by our love as Jesus has taught us.  

There are many stories about the lives that were touched with God’s 
presence and love through the Global Market. We have been told that the 
weavers of Swaziland, Ghana and South Arica are dancing and singing for 
us! The young girls in India know that people on the other side of the world 
have heard their cries for help. The people of Nicaragua and Guatemala 
have been helped to feed and educate their children. The Christian ministry 
of education in East Africa has received more funds to educate their 
children. Those beautiful women of Ghana who make the colorful clothing 
are smiling and saying, “Someone in the west likes what I make.” The 
widows of Uganda know that they have not been forgotten and their strong 
faith in God continues in spite of their trials. The olive farmers of Palestine 
are so grateful and hope that you will enjoy their olive oil and herbs. The 
coffee and cocoa farmers around the world can continue to care for their 
families.  

It is our prayer that on Christmas morning when your friends and families 
receive presents from the Global Market, that the stories will continue to be 
told.  

This mission outreach requires many hands and heart. Thanks to everyone 
who volunteered; it would not have happened without you. Thanks from the 
bottom of our hearts for working, donating, and shopping.  

God has done wonders among us! 

Will You Make a Dessert  
for Manna Meal’s  
Christmas Party?  

Manna Meal will have their 
Christmas party of Saturday, 
December 17. We are asking the 
congregation of First Presby to 
supply the desserts for 250 people 
(32 desserts).  If you are available 
to make a dessert, please contact 
Margaret Graney at 304-345-2207 
to let her know.  If you would like 
to make a dessert but are unable to 
deliver it, Margaret will pick it up 
from you.  Desserts need to be 
dropped off at Manna Meal on 
Friday, December 16 between 7:00 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m., or Saturday, 
December 17 between 7:30 and 
10:00 a.m. After both worship 
services on Sunday, December 11, 
Margaret Graney will be on hand to 
give out aluminum baking dishes for 
baking your desserts. 
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McFarland (Sarah McGriff’s sister); 
George Hamrick; Dr. Audrey Farley, 
daughter of Elizabeth & John Lambros; 
Edwin Scherr (Jim’s father); Laura 
(Bulla), Tom Bulla’s daughter; Chuan 
Rong Tsao, Howard Doumaux’s 
brother-in-law; Jack Gastineau; Joseph 
Sprouse.  
  
PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH ,  
304-343-8961, and provide updated 
information on these Prayer Concerns. 
Thank you. 
 

Hoch & family, friend of Dill Battle; 
Kristin Mercer, granddaughter of Jean 
Mercer. 

EXTENDED PRAYER CONCERNS: 
Harriet Myrick (Robin Harlow’s aunt); 
Herb Miller; Ricky Jordan; NevaJo 
Adams; Leslie Meadows & Trecia 
Peterson, friends of Candy Strader; 
Lindsay Pack, friend of Amy Keller; 
Michele Krueger, Marissa Sanders’ 
friend; Louise Christensen. 
 

LONG-TERM PRAYER CONCERNS:  
Dwayne Smith (friend of Ruth Weber); 
Kathy Walker; Harley Skorpenfji, 
friend of Doumaux family; Amber 
Skorpenfji, friend of Doumaux family; 
Pam Goodwin; Frances Sattes, sister 
of Kay Lamb & Lyle Sattes; Nancy 
McCoy, mother of Bill; Tom, Melinda, 
& William Doumaux (Art’s & Pat’s son 
& family); Nancy Drescher; .Tyrone 
James; John Morton; John Shadeed 
(Jim Buckalew’s friend); Justus (Linda 
Elliott’s neighbor); Betty Childers; 
Craig Christensen (Dave’s nephew); 
Mary Murphy (Perry Keller’s friend, 
Tim Murphy’s, mother); Ramsey Essa, 
friends of Toni Clendenin; Mary 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

IN THE HOSPITAL:  
Memorial: Bob Morris 
General: Ernie Emswiler 
St. Francis: Tom Nickerson 
 

OUR SYMPATHY TO:  
Todd Stallard on the death of his 
grandmother; Heidi Marcinkowsky on 
the death of her grandmother; Becky 
Shuman on the death of her father; 
Mimi Spears on the death of her 
mother; Beth Vorhees on the death of 
her father; Barbara Brown on the death 
of her mother. 
 

CURRENT PRAYER CONCERNS:  
Carole Carter; Jim Buckalew; Vic 
Burkhammer; Amy Patwa, Steve 
Hopta’s cousin; Marilyn Monahan; Olav 
Seimer, ex brother-in-law of Marilyn 
Monahan; Marion Worrall, Sue 
Webster’s mother; Beth Hammer, Mary 
Odin’s cousin; Ollie Cunningham, 
Steve Hopta’s aunt; Vicki Ashley-
Moore, Ron Reedy’s mother; Pat 
Jarrett; Kendall Hill, Joe Faini’s 
grandfather; Rob Norvell, co-worker of 
Chris Klingler; JoAnn Dawson; Nadine 

 —— In Memoriam —— 

Julia E. Jacobs 
November 9, 2011 

David S. Long, Sr. 
November 9, 2011 

 
Eleanor Scott 

November 15, 2011 
 

George M. Bryant 
November 22, 2011 

 


